
FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary were given to the glory of God by Carolyn 

and Steven Yaden, celebrating the good memories of Steven’s mom, 
Janet Yaden on her birthday, September 3. 

NEED TO KNOW COLUMN 
Thursday, September 3 through Tuesday, September 8 

Renee Stormer will be away on Vacation 
Sunday, September 6  

The Lord’s Supper will be observed at both Worship Services 
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
9:45 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages 

Monday, September 7 
The Church Office will be closed in observance of Labor Day 

Tuesday, September 8 
    7:00 p.m. - Christian Education Committee Meeting in Crossroads Class 
    7:00 p.m. – Presbyterian Women Night Circle, Potluck Dinner & Bible Study 

   Wednesday, September 9 
     7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, September 13 
    8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
  9:45 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages 
   12:00 p.m. – Lemonade Social 
Monday, September 14 
    7:00 p.m. – Jubilate Ringers Rehearsals begin 
   7:15 p.m. – Church Officer Nominating Committee - Crossroads   
Tuesday, September 15 
    7:15 p.m. – Joint Officer Stated Meeting in Genesis Classroom 
Wednesday, September 16 
   7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday, September 20 
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
     9:45 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages 
Monday, September 21 
    7:00 p.m. – Jubilate Ringers Rehearsal 
Tuesday, September 22 
     7:15 p.m. – Evaluation, Strategy, and Planning Work Group – Crossroads 
Wednesday, September 23 
    7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Saturday, September 26 
 7:00 a.m. – Set Up for Garage Sale 
 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. – Work the Sale 
 3:00 p.m. – Clean Up after the Sale 
Sunday, September 27 
 7:30 a.m. – Men’s Council Breakfast – Speaker Clarence Greer     
 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
     9:45 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages 

The challenge 
The 100 Can Challenge continues . . . 
Let us carry on THE CHALLENGE to collect can goods and 
other non-perishable items. The donated items will be given 
to Sharing Life, as they feed those in need in 
our community. Our total collected in August was 172 
items. Thank You! 

GUIDE TO WORSHIP 
September 6, 2026 

8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

Cover Picture 
This scene comes from the Sea of Galilee. Jesus fully reinstates 
Peter as a leader. Peter failed. Jesus forgives. It is all by grace. 
However, does "works" also appear in this formula? Let us look at 
a passage from James and see.  

   

 
 

 
ONLINE GIVING OPTION 

Have you ever thought of giving online? 
If you would like to give online you may 

scan the QR Code, this will take you to the 
giving button on our website. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1028 South Belt Line rd 

Mesquite, Texas 75149 

972-285-5602 
www.fpcmesquite.org 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
Rev. Dr. E. Jones Doughton, Pastor 

Ryoji Shimpo, Director of Music Ministries/Organist & Pianist 
Renee Stormer, Administrative Assistant 

Rev. Dr. Thomas G. Wilbanks, Pastor Emeritus 

http://www.fpcmesquite.org/


SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
   STRIKING OF THE HOUR FOR WORSHIP 

   PRELUDE              This Is My Father’s World arr. Richard Williamson 

 INTROIT 614  Great Are You, Lord       Michael W. Smith  
  Deborah D. Smith 

Great are You, Lord: You are holy and just; 
by Your power we trust in Your love. 

Great are You, Lord: You are faithful and true; 
by Your mercy You prove You are love. 

Great are You, Lord, and worthy of glory! 
Great are You, Lord, and worthy of praise. 

Great are You, Lord. We lift up our voice; we lift up our voice. 
Great are You, Lord! Great are You, Lord! 

 
 CALL TO WORSHIP          Philippians 1:2; Psalm 84:1,5,12 

Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

And also, to you. 
How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts!  Happy are 
those whose strength are in You, For the Lord God is a sun and a 
shield; O Lord of Hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in You. 

 
*HYMN 370   This Is My Father’s World 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, this morning we bring You our confession. We 
confess we have gone astray. Shepherd us, Lord. We confess we 
often love You half-heartedly. Make us whole, Lord. We 
confess we trivialize Your sacrifice. Give us perspective, Lord. 
We confess we find most of our strength in ourselves. Be our 
strength, Lord. We confess little zeal for Your glory. Give us 
passion, Lord. We confess we’ve done so many things wrong. 
Forgive us, Lord. We confess we often don’t love You well. 
Love us, Lord. Hear our prayers, O Lord. We ask these things 
in the Name of Jesus Christ, who exchanges our confession for 
abundant life in Him. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
*RESPONSE (Hymn 581) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. A—men. A—men. 

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS # 

  ANTHEM  Strength for Tomorrow, Grace for Today Marty Parks 
 Chancel Choir  

You’ve been stronger than all of our weakness, 
You’ve been greater than all of our needs. 
You’ve been wiser than all our confusion, 

Lord, You’ve been all of these. 
(Continued) 

You’ve been merciful when we have fallen, 
You’ve been gracious to hear all our pleas. 
You’ve been hope in a desperate season, 

Lord, You’ve been all of these. 
Refrain: And as we step out in faith on this journey, 

We know that You’ll be our comfort and stay. 
Lord, give us strength for tomorrow, and grace for today. 

Lifting each other, sister and brother, 
Forgiving as You would forgive. 

Loving and caring, each burden sharing; 
Lord, teach us how we should live. [Refrain] 

 
 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION # 

All knowing, Faithful, God who directs the steps of those who 
listen, may Your Word today inspire us with purpose, may it 
challenge us to live with integrity, and may we discern Your 
leadership for our lives and this church in Jesus Name. Amen. 
 

 FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON #                        Genesis 15:1-6 
After these things the Word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, 
"Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be 
very great." But Abram said, "O Lord God, what will you give me, 
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have given me no offspring, 
and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." But the Word of 
the Lord came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but 
your very own issue shall be your heir." He brought him outside 
and said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able 
to count them." Then He said to him, "So shall your descendants 
be." And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as 
righteousness. 

 SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON James 2:14-26 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith 
but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is 
naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not supply their 
bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead. But someone will say, "You have faith and I have 
works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I by my 
works will show you my faith. You believe that God is one; you do 
well. Even the demons believe—and shudder. Do you want to be 
shown, you senseless person, that faith apart from works is barren? 
Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered 
his son Isaac on the altar? You see that faith was active along with 
his works, and faith was brought to completion by the works. Thus 
the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and 
it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the 
friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not 
by faith alone. Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified 
by works when she welcomed the messengers and sent them out by 
another road? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is also dead. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES (11:00) 
Children and Youth are asked to come forward at this time. 
 

*HYMN 440                                          Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
 
SERMON Works Rev. Doughton 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY      Jesus, Lover of My Soul  arr. Lani Smith 
  Ryoji Shimpo, pianist      

*DOXOLOGY (Hymn 606) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION † 

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  
    Invitation to the Lord’s Table  
    Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

   Words of Institution  
    Reception of the Sacrament  
    Prayer after Communion 

*HYMN 737                          Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*RESPONSE 43 (vs.1)  You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord   
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,  

who abide in His shadow for life, 
say to the Lord, “My refuge, my rock in Whom I trust!” 

Refrain: And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings,  
bear you on the breath of dawn, 
make you to shine like the sun, 

and hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 POSTLUDE On Eagle’s Wings arr. Douglas E. Wagner 
 Please be seated as the Postlude begins. 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Elder # - Dr. Carol Stephenson (8:45); Ann Smith (11:00) 

Deacon/Ushers † - John Futrell, Campbell Futrell,  
and Larry Thomas (8:45); 

John Futrell, Campbell Futrell,  
Mary Lee Doughton, and Elna Singleton (11:00) 
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