THE NEED TO KNOW COLUMN

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The September newsletter has been produced and may be found in the baskets in the back hall and in the narthex. Make sure you take one and read about
all the great things that are going on at FPC.
We welcome Alexander (Sandy) McLachlan who is serving today as guest
minister. In case his accent doesn’t betray him, you should know he is a native
of Scotland. Sandy came to Grace Presbytery from the Church of Scotland to
serve Oak Cliff Presbyterian Church. From there he served as assistant to the
President of the PCUSA Board of Pensions. He has long been a fixture on
Grace Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry. Since retirement, he most recently
served as Interim Pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Dallas.
Today’s Schedule
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. - Worship
9:30 a.m. - Children’s Choir
9:45 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages (Children begin at 9:55 a.m.)
5:00 p.m. - Parent-Youth Meeting
Wednesday - Wednesday Night Live Begins!
4:45 p.m. - Alleluia Chimes
4:45 p.m. - Youth Bells
5:45 p.m. - Dinner in Wilbanks Hall
6:15 p.m. - Youth Choir
6:30 p.m. - Classes and Activities
6:45 p.m. - Youth Bible Study and Fellowship
7:15 p.m. - Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. - Session Meeting
Friday
5:00 p.m. - Youth meet in North Parking Lot to go to the East Texas Youth
Conference at Camp Gilmont this weekend
Next Sunday—September 18
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. - Worship
9:30 a.m. - Children’s Choir
9:45 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages (9:55 - Children’s Classes )
Guest Minister Hank Hunt will preach a Sermon, entitled: Judgment.

THOSE WHO SERVE
Harry C. Meissner—Interim Pastor
Casey McCollough—Director of Music
B. J. Mauldin—Organist/Keyboard Musician
Renee Stormer—Administrative Assistant
Thomas G. Wilbanks—Pastor Emeritus

1028 South Belt line
Mesquite, Texas 75149
972-285-5602

www.fpcmesquite.org

September 11, 2016 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH!
We hope you find a welcome here worthy of the gracious God we serve.
Conventions in this bulletin include: an asterisk (*) invites you to stand,
as health allows, material printed in bold is for the congregation to sing
or say, a plus sign (+) indicates 11:00 only, and material printed in italics
may provide some helpful information. The Music Director will indicate
the appropriate time to stand for the hymns. Let us worship God!

VOLUNTARY

Laudate Dominum

David Cherwen

STRIKING THE HOUR OF WORSHIP
CHORAL INTROIT + Surely, It Is God Who Saves Me

Jack Noble White

Chancel Choir

GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP
Philippians 1:2; Galatians 6:14
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
And also with you.
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world..
*HYMN 664

Morning Has Broken

*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you. You call, but
we have not listened. We walk away from neighbors in need,
wrapped up in our own concerns. We, sometimes without thinking,
condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed. God of grace, help us
to recognize and admit our sin, so that as you come to us in mercy,
we may repent, turn to you, and receive forgiveness; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*SONG OF PRAISE (Hymn 587)
Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia!

Celtic Alleluia

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS #
Please find and sign the Registration of Attendance pad and pass it to
others on the same pew, so that we may have a record of your attendance at this service. If you are visiting today, we hope you will provide
contact information, especially your email address, so that we may share
more about the program and activities of this congregation.
PRAYER OF THE DAY #
THE FIRST READING ♦ (Pew Bible, p. 233 NT)

I Peter 2:1-9

THE GOSPEL READING ♦ (Pew Bible, p. 4 NT)
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Matthew 5:11-14

ANTHEM +

A Joyful Life of Praise

Joseph Martin

Chancel Choir

A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
Kay Alvarez
At the 11:00 service, when this time is concluded, children pre-school
through 2nd grade are invited to join the leader to go to children’s
church. The rest may return to sit with their families in the sanctuary.
*HYMN OF THE MONTH 69

I, the Lord of Wind and Sky

SERMON
Sandy McLachlan
The PCUSA, Scotland and a Chihuahua, Connect the Dots
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the
holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
ANTHEM

Renew
Dave Edling & Eric Schwartz, Duet

David Lantz III

*DOXOLOGY (Hymn 606)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION**
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH, SILENT PRAYER, CONCLUDING COLLECT
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
*HYMN 307

God of Grace and God of Glory

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*RESPONSE +

Send Me, Jesus

South African

Chancel Choir

VOLUNTARY

Lead On, O King Eternal

Michael Helman

OUR INVITATION
Every service of worship invites us to consider our relationship to Jesus
Christ and to his church. If you are not vitally involved in some community of faith, perhaps this congregation is the place where you can worship, find fellowship, grow, and share in our mission and witness to the
world. If you would like to discuss this important matter, please indicate
your interest on the registration of attendance pad or speak to the minister
following the service.

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
# Elder - (8:45) Brian Ratzer, (11:00) Dave Edling
** Deacon - (8:45) Mike Lee, (11:00) Anita Campbell
♦ Youth Reader - (8:45) Josh Edling; (11:00) Madison Villafana
Acolyte - (11:00) Isaac Williams

