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USHERSUSHERSUSHERSUSHERS    
8:458:458:458:45    

Mary McBain - Head Usher 
Deborah Edling     Rick Aber 

Gwenda Aber 
11:0011:0011:0011:00    

Joel Sexton - Head Usher 
Daniel Alvarez     Glynis Orr 

Bernie DeRoo     Bailey Wilson 
 

PARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERS    
Mary McBain 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Patti Bock, sister of Susan Leake 
Eve Brice 
Pat Cutright, friend of Rose Whitney 
Manuel Estrada, father of Del Olson 
David Flori, friend of Grace Roberts & family 
Adam Fort, son of Doug and Jan Fort 
Michael Haninger 
Denise Key, sister-in-law of Brenda Adams 
Cindy Lawson, niece of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 
Edna McCoy, mother-in-law of Michael Johnson 
Linda Miller, mother of Jan Fort 
Jimmy Dan Montgomery, Len McCurdy’s  
 brother 
Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 
Sue Oakley 
Mike Palumbo, uncle of Penny Palumbo 
Bob Ragsdale, friend of Ken & Judy Johnson 
Frank Ruiz, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Walter Schessenhagen, friend of Charles & Willie 

 Townsend 
Velia Sheppard, mother of Neill Sheppard  
Gary Shields, brother of Ray Shields 
Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 
Wayne & Frankie Splawn, parents of Elaine  Whitlock 
Laura Virgil 
Garret Whitaker, grandson of friend of  
 Melba Jeffus 
Jim Weig, Karen Dixon’s father 

From the Pastor . . .  

This Sunday is a day I always look forward to.  
It is Rally Day and Christian Education Sunday.  As 
Christians, we could stand to do some “rallying.”  If 
you have not been coming to Sunday School lately 
or have never come, this Sunday would be a good 
day to come.  Along with the Christian growth which 
takes place, a Sunday School class is a good place to 
build Christian friendships. 

As we look toward Rally Day and the fall activi-
ties at the church, I am reminded of what Moses said 
to his brother-in-law as they began a pilgrimage of 
faith.  He said:  “Come with us, and we will do you 
good.”  That same invitation comes to us as we begin 
a new church year together.  Life is so busy that it is 
easy for the Christian faith and the church to get 
crowded out of our lives if we aren’t careful.  But 
here in the church is something we all need for our 
lives and something we need to be giving ourselves 
to.  In the words of Moses, “Come with us, and we 
will do you good.” 

One of the things I enjoy on Rally Day is the 
presentation of Bibles to the children being promoted 
to the third grade in our Sunday School.  I still have 
the Bible that I was presented on a similar occasion 
many years ago.  Every now and then I take down 
that old Bible and look it, and many memories come 
back to me – of the church where I grew up, of the 
Sunday School teachers I had, the class rooms and 
what they looked like.  The Bibles we present have 
the same inscription that was placed in my Bible 
from Proverbs 3:6:  “Remember the Lord in every-
thing you do, and he will show you the right way.” 

In recent years we have taken a group picture of 
the children as they stand there with bright and shin-
ing faces holding their Bibles.  I love that moment.  
We send each of the children a copy of the picture.  
As they grow older, I hope the Bible and the picture  
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This Sunday is Rally Day.  Christian Education 

Sunday will also be observed.  During our 11:00 
o’clock service we will recognize those helping in 
our Christian Education program, and children enter-
ing the third grade will receive Bibles.  The Men’s 
Council will provide a continental breakfast from 
9:15 to 9:45 before Sunday School begins.  Dave 
Edling and Patti Bettis will sing at 8:45 and the Chan-
cel Choir will sing at 11:00. Dr. Wilbanks will give 
the sermon “A Christian Family” based on II Timo-
thy 1:1-7. 

Then Sunday evening we will 
have a family night dinner at 6:00.  
Our special guests will be Scott and 
Gabby Dannemiller, a couple who 
left lucrative positions as corporate 
trainers with Dell Corporation to be youth interns in 
Guatemala.  They will share their experiences and 
their original music with us following the dinner.  

Please plan to be here on Rally Day.  You won’t 
want to miss any part of this exciting day. 
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provide for them the good memory that I still have of 
when I was presented with my Bible – a good day in a 
good church. 

Be with us this Sunday on this Rally Day.  
“Come with us, and we will do you good.” 

 

                                                    Tom Wilbanks 



Our Church Family . . . 
Our sympathy is extended to TONY BROWN 

whose grandfather died in Marfa last week. 
We are glad that MARSHALL ALFORD is home 

after being in the hospital last week and that JEREMY 
SALING is home from being in the hospital last Sun-
day. 

ELIZABETH TRACEY is in Cordova, Tennessee, 
with her 86 year old mother who underwent heart dou-
ble by-pass surgery and a heart valve replacement.  Her 
mother is in serious condition in intensive care and 
Elizabeth has taken a leave of absence from her work to 
be with her mother. 

Our Chancel Choir presented a delightful program 
of music for their 9th annual summer concert at the 
Mesquite Arts Center last Sunday afternoon.  The 
theme this year was “Movie Music,” and included 
songs such as “There’s No Business Like Show Busi-
ness,”  “Singin’ in the Rain,” and songs from “The 
Sound of Music.” 

Congratulations to PENNY PALUMBO  who was 
the top female in a marathon run in Anchorage, Alaska, 
August 21.  Although she did not make her best time 
ever, it was the first time she has won a marathon. 

The Board of Deacons is trying to ascertain the 
need for additional handicapped parking at the church.  
They received a request for additional handicapped 
parking places in the south parking lot and had planned 
to add additional spaces on both the south and north 
lots.   However, on recent Sundays, several of the 
handicapped places on the south lot have gone unused.  
If you need handicapped parking and have had any 
problems about finding a handicapped parking place, 
we would appreciate your calling the church office.  
We want to have spaces available for handicapped 
parking but would like to determine how many addi-
tional ones are actually needed. 

ALLEGRA CHAPMAN has a new address  
 
There will not be a church newsletter next week. 

Sign Up for Wednesday Church Sign Up for Wednesday Church Sign Up for Wednesday Church Sign Up for Wednesday Church 
Night Classes and ChoirsNight Classes and ChoirsNight Classes and ChoirsNight Classes and Choirs    

This SundayThis SundayThis SundayThis Sunday    
 

         This Sunday, August 28, 
you will  have an opportunity 
to sign up for WCN classes for 
children and adults. 
        Adult classes for the first 
fall session will be Pete Allen’s 

Landscape Painting, Six Weeks to a Simpler Life, 
taught by Paula Kusewitt, and Scrapbooking hosted by 
Len McCurdy.  In addition to the adult classes, there 
will be classes offered for children 3-18 and, of course, 
don’t forget to make reservations for the optional din-
ner at 6:00 p.m.  Reservations are required for dinner.  
Cost for dinner is $3 per person per meal, and a dis-
count is offered for those who pay for their six-week 
reservations in advance.   

        There will also be an opportu-
nity for you and your children to sign 
up for one or more of our many mu-
sical ensembles. If you have been 
waiting for an opportune moment to 
join, or re-join, any of the music en-
sembles here at First Church–NOW 
IS THE TIME!!! 

  Sign-up sheets will be posted in the Handbell 
room across the hall from the choir room, and will be 
available following both services this Sunday and Sep-
tember 4.  Children’s choir directors will be on hand to 
answer any questions you may have and the rehearsal 
schedules will be posted in the room. 

Welcome New Members!Welcome New Members!Welcome New Members!Welcome New Members!    
    

We are happy to welcome the following new 
members who joined our church during the 11:00 
worship service last Sunday, August 21. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RENITA FOSTER  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PAULA SCHNDELMEIER 
 

    

 Session Highlights Session Highlights Session Highlights Session Highlights    
 

The August 10 meeting of the Session began 
with the sharing of prayer concerns. 

Phil Johnson gave the report of the Christian 
Education Committee.  As part of the report, Cynthia 
Petty told about the Exemplary Youth Conference 
she attended in Hartford, Connecticut, as part of a 
group from Grace Presbytery. 

John Kusewitt gave the report of the Mission 
Commitee and said that there had been a good re-
sponse from the congregation for school supplies to 
be distributed by Sharing Life Community Outreach. 

Roger Samuels gave the report of the Worship 
Committee and the Session approved a recommenda-
tion from the committee that we have ONE worship 
service at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, December 25, and 
on Sunday, January 1.  He also reported that Verlyn 
Smoker is making plans for the youth choir trip to 
the west coast next summer from June 3-10. 

The Session elected Pete Allen as the new Chair-
man of the Scholarship Committee.  He replaced 
Beverlee Witty whose term had expired. 

John Kusewitt, last year’s Chairman of the 
Church Budget and Stewardship Committee, gave 
copies to the Session of a new stewardship of time 
and talent form.  This will be distributed to the con-
gregation so we will know about areas where mem-
bers would like to serve. 

Dr. Wilbanks told the Session that the Board of 
Deacons is planning a new edition of a Church Yel-
low Pages listing members who are dentists, electri-
cians, lawyers, people who do air conditioning, lawn 
care, etc.  The last issue was done in 1996. 

In a called meeting on August 21, the Session 
approved a recommendation by the C.E. Committee 
that our child protection policy which has been in 
place for several years, be amended to require back-
ground checks for anyone serving in any capacity 
with children and youth under the age of 18. 

  

Concert for Youth This Saturday!!Concert for Youth This Saturday!!Concert for Youth This Saturday!!Concert for Youth This Saturday!!    
 

All youth are invited to attend a presbytery-wide concert presented by Scott and Gabby Dannemiller this Sat-
urday evening, August 27, at 7:00 p.m. at our church.  Don’t miss this special concert filled with inspiration and 
intellect that will encourage you to consider the many ways in which God calls us to service. 

1st Annual Addressing Mesquite Day1st Annual Addressing Mesquite Day1st Annual Addressing Mesquite Day1st Annual Addressing Mesquite Day    
 

        This event will be held Saturday, November 5, and will facilitate many forms of community 
service in Mesquite, such as yard clean ups, a blood drive, a food drive and a job fair.  Churches 
in the community are being asked to show their support by helping with the local house and yard 
projects at various work sites within the city.  These will be basic clean up, spruce up projects – 

no major construction.   Volunteers will help with the appearance of the home of an elderly couple, a single Mom, 
someone who cannot afford to do some simple things around their home, etc.    

The Mission Committee hopes to gather a crew to take on one (or more) of the clean up projects on that day.  
We will begin with breakfast at Poteet High school, then go to the assigned work site, and return to Poteet for 
lunch.  If you think you might be interested in participating in this mission project in your own community, please 
sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway. 


