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USHERSUSHERSUSHERSUSHERS    
8:458:458:458:45    

Don Black - Head Usher 
Les Olson     Jerry McBain 

Kelli Harris 
11:0011:0011:0011:00    

Breck Bennett - Head Usher 
Elna Singleton     Cheryl Mason 

Matthew Taylor     Will Lindberg 
 

PARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERS    
Jennifer Gardner     Jerry Jones 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Patti Bock, sister of Susan Leake 
Eve Brice 
Pat Cutright, friend of Rose Whitney 
Manuel Estrada, father of Del Olson 
Adam Fort, son of Doug and Jan Fort 
Michael Haninger 
Denise Key, sister-in-law of Brenda Adams 
Cindy Lawson, niece of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 
Edna McCoy, mother-in-law of Michael Johnson 
Linda Miller, mother of Jan Fort 
Jimmy Dan Montgomery, Len McCurdy’s  
 brother 
Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 
Sue Oakley 
Mike Palumbo, uncle of Penny Palumbo 
Bob Ragsdale, friend of Ken & Judy Johnson 
Frank Ruiz, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Walter Schessenhagen, friend of Charles & Willie 

 Townsend 
Velia Sheppard, mother of Neill Sheppard  
Gary Shields, brother of Ray Shields 
Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 
Wayne & Frankie Splawn, parents of Elaine  Whitlock 
Laura Virgil 
Garret Whitaker, grandson of friend of  
 Melba Jeffus 
Jim Weig, Karen Dixon’s father 
Linda and John Young, cousins of Jimmy Gray 

From the Pastor . . .  
  

I have always felt that one purpose of the church 
is to help strengthen Christian marriages and fami-
lies.  A book that I read recently has some particu-
larly helpful insights on building good marriages.  It 
is The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman, a 
Christian counselor.  The book was on the New York 
Times best seller list and has some helpful insights.  
Two copies of it are available in our church library. 

In Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations, he tells 
about a marriage that went wrong; in fact it never 
even got started.  The story is about Miss Havisham 
who was happily engaged to a young man.  But on 
the morning of her wedding day, as she was dressing 
for the ceremony, at exactly 20 minutes to nine she 
received a devastating message from her fiancé say-
ing he didn’t want to get married after all. 

The moment that Miss Havisham received the 
news that she had been jilted, she stopped all the 
clocks in her house at 20 minutes to nine, never to 
run again.  She closed all the drapes to make sure 
that daylight would never enter as long as she lived.  
She had already put on her wedding dress and for the 
rest of her life, she never removed it.  There is far 
more to the story, which I will tell on Sunday.  
Thankfully, our Christian faith has some better ways 
to cope with difficult things than Miss Havisham did.   

  Our marriages, our homes, our lives need all 
the positive reinforcement they can get. With school 
having started, many will be back in a more regular 
routine, and I hope that routine will include getting 
back to Sunday School and church. See you Sunday! 

 

                                        Tom Wilbanks 
This SundayThis SundayThis SundayThis Sunday    

 

This Sunday Dave Edling and Patti Bettis will 
sing at 8:45 and the Chancel Choir will sing at 11:00. 
Dr. Wilbanks will give the sermon “Lemons to Lem-
onade” based on  Romans 5:3-5. 
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Summer Concert atSummer Concert atSummer Concert atSummer Concert at    
Mesquite Arts CenterMesquite Arts CenterMesquite Arts CenterMesquite Arts Center    

August 21August 21August 21August 21    
    
    
    
    

    

The First Church music ministry invites you to 
our ninth annual Chancel Choir Summer Concert to 
be held this Sunday afternoon, August 21st at 5:00 
p.m. in the Mesquite Arts Center.  The theme of this 
year’s concert is “Movie Music,” and will consist of 
songs from films of the present and past including 
songs from musicals, movie themes, and incidental 
music.  This concert is sure to be a family favorite and 
will include songs from films such as O Brother, 
Where Art Thou; The Sound of Music; Chicken Run; 
Singing in the Rain; Marry Poppins; and Lord of the 
Rings. 

 The time of the concert was intentionally chosen 
to be family friendly and we encourage children of all 
ages to attend.  End your summer on a “high note” by 
planning to attend this family event and don’t forget 
to invite a friend.  As always, there will be no charge 
for admission. 



Please continue to pray for 
those in the military service. 

Our Church Family . . . 

Our sympathy is extended to SANDY COLLINS 
whose brother died suddenly last week in Georgia. 

WILL LINDBERG has been selected as a member 
of the Synod Youth Workshop Planning Team for the 
2006 event.  This annual week-long event is held at the 
University of Tulsa.  Approximately 400 senior high 
students from our Synod participate in study, fellow-
ship and community service.  Congratulations Will!  

Much gratitude to HOWARD SAUCIER who fin-
ished second in the Faster Pastor 500, a go-cart race in 
Fate on August 12.  Howard, racing in Pat Wilson’s 
number 20, represented us well and brought home a 
trophy (residing in the Pathfinder’s Sunday School 
room). 

A new tile floor was installed in the restrooms near 
the church offices recently.  Our thanks to Patrick 
Garver who put in the new tile, to Randy Harris who 
did the plumbing, and to Ben Williams who re-set a 
door as part of the project. 

Sign Up for Wednesday Church Sign Up for Wednesday Church Sign Up for Wednesday Church Sign Up for Wednesday Church 
Night Classes Begins Rally DayNight Classes Begins Rally DayNight Classes Begins Rally DayNight Classes Begins Rally Day    

 

On Rally Day, August 28, you will  have an oppor-
tunity to sign up for WCN classes for children and 
adults. 

Adult classes for the first fall session will be Pete 
Allen’s Landscape Painting, and Six Weeks to a Sim-
pler Life, taught by Paula Kusewitt.  In addition to the 
adult classes, there will be classes offered for children 
3-18 and, of course, don’t forget to make reservations 
for the optional dinner at 6:00 p.m.  Reservations are 
required for dinner.  Cost for dinner is $3 per person 
per meal, and a discount is offered for those who pay 
for their six-week reservations in advance.  Plan to be 
here for this special time. 

Rally DayRally DayRally DayRally Day    
August 28August 28August 28August 28    

    
    
    

Rally Day will soon be here!!  We are very ex-
cited about our Rally Day celebration.  The Men’s 
Council will host a continental breakfast from 9:15-
9:45 before Sunday School begins.  Children will be 
promoted during Sunday School, and third graders 
will receive Bibles at the 11:00 service.  Also during 
the 11:00 service, we will recognize those serving in 
our Christian Education program.   

Children and adults will also have an opportunity 
to sign up for Wednesday Church Night, which will 
begin on September 14. 

Then that evening, we will have a family night 
dinner at 6:00 p.m.  Our special guests will be Scott 
and Gabby Dannemiller, a couple who left lucrative 
positions as corporate trainers with Dell Corporation 
to be youth interns in Guatemala.  They will share 
their experiences, and their music with us following 
the dinner.  

Please plan to be here on Rally Day.  You won’t 
want to miss any part of this exciting day. 

Attention!!Attention!!Attention!!Attention!!    
7th Graders and their Parents7th Graders and their Parents7th Graders and their Parents7th Graders and their Parents    
 

There will be a brief meeting for the incoming 
7th graders and their parents following the 11:00 wor-
ship this Sunday, August 21. 

 Would You Like to Serve as a  Would You Like to Serve as a  Would You Like to Serve as a  Would You Like to Serve as a 
Church Officer?Church Officer?Church Officer?Church Officer?    

 

 Would you like to serve as a deacon or elder – 
or recommend someone else?  There was an insert in 
the bulletin this past Sunday – and will be again this 
Sunday, August 21, on which you can indicate your 
interest or suggest someone else.  The forms give a 
brief description of duties of deacons, elders, and 
trustees.  Not everyone who is suggested can be 
nominated since there are only six deacons and six 
elders to be nominated, but it will help to know of 
your personal interest or recommendation of some-
one else.  The members of the Nominating Commit-
tee are Elder Phil Johnson, Chairman, and Diane 
Beal, both elected by the Session; Mary McBain, 
elected by the Board of Deacons; Marilyn Saams 
from Presbyterian Women; and Dave Edling from 
the Men’s Council.  Gracy Thomas and Kathy 
Brown were elected to represent the congregation at 
the Annual Congregational Meeting in January. 

Rally Day is AlsoRally Day is AlsoRally Day is AlsoRally Day is Also    
Music Ministry SignMusic Ministry SignMusic Ministry SignMusic Ministry Sign----up Dayup Dayup Dayup Day    

    

Fall is quickly approaching and plans for the music 
ministries fall offerings are in the works.  If you have 
been waiting for an opportune moment to join, or re-
join, any of the music ensembles here at First Church–
NOW IS THE TIME!!! 

 On Rally Day, August 28th, there will be an oppor-
tunity for you and your children to sign up for one or 
more of our many musical ensembles. Our aim is to 
give all who have been gifted by God in musical ability 
an opportunity to minister to our congregation through 
song and music.  We do not attempt to mirror the musi-
cal experiences children have in school, but instead 
stress three aspects of ministry: the dedication of our 
talents to God, worship leadership, and ministry to our 
congregation--all in response to what God, in Christ 
Jesus, has done for us. 

 Sign-up sheets will be posted in the Handbell 
room across the hall from the choir room, and will be 
available following both services on August 28 and 
September 4.  Children’s choir directors will be on 
hand to answer any questions you may have and the 
rehearsal schedules will be posted in the room.  If you 
have any questions regarding the music ministries of 
our church speak to me any Sunday, or call me at the 
church office at 972-285-5602, or at my home and I 
will be delighted to speak with you. 

                           Soli Deo Gloria, Verlyn  Smoker 

Presbyterian WomenPresbyterian WomenPresbyterian WomenPresbyterian Women    
Potluck Salad SupperPotluck Salad SupperPotluck Salad SupperPotluck Salad Supper    

Tuesday, August 23, at 6:30 p.m.Tuesday, August 23, at 6:30 p.m.Tuesday, August 23, at 6:30 p.m.Tuesday, August 23, at 6:30 p.m.    
 

         All women of the church are 
invited to come together for this 
annual event.  Cora Dugan will pre-
view our new Bible study entitled 
“For Everything a Season.”  Please 
bring a salad or dessert dish to 
share.  We will also be collecting 

school supplies for a local school, so please bring 
one or two school items.  For child care reservations, 
please call the church office no later than noon on 
Monday, August 22. 

Scholarship Deadline!Scholarship Deadline!Scholarship Deadline!Scholarship Deadline!    
 

As we have published in previous newsletters, 
our church is offering scholarship help for the 2005-
06 school year to active members of our church who 
will be enrolled full time in a college, university or 
trade school.  Applications are available in the 

church office, and must be returned no later than 
Sunday, August 28, in order to be considered. 

Where would youWhere would youWhere would youWhere would you    
like to serve?like to serve?like to serve?like to serve?    

 

Enclosed in this newsletter is a Stewardship Infor-
mation Sheet.  It our hope that each member of the 
church will fill out one of these forms and let us know 
about your interests, hobbies, special skills and gifts, 
and how these gifts might be used to serve your church.  
The plan is to put this information in a database so that 
when a need arises, we will know who has the knowl-
edge and/or desire to help in a particular area whether it 
be teaching, typing, calling, visiting, etc.  

Additional forms will be available at the church to 
enable each member of your family to participate.  
Your form may be returned to the box on the table be-
neath the clock in the hall, or to the church office, or 
you may place it in the offering plate on a Sunday 
morning. 

Yellow PagesYellow PagesYellow PagesYellow Pages    
 

       The Board Of Deacons is 
Sponsoring a “Yellow Pages” for 
our Church. 

If you would like your business or service to be 
included in this directory please submit your business 
card or fill out a form that will be available on the 
table under the clock in the hall.  Please submit your 
card or form to Elna Singleton, Roger Foltz or Deb-
orah Edling.   We would like to have a variety of busi-
nesses and services listed. 



August 2 Chelsea Martin 
 Ryan Schwrtz 
August 3 Lois DeRoo 
 Amy Morris 
August 4 Dan Fricke 
August 7 Matt Armstrong 
August 9 Rod Graham 
August 10 Sarah Kitchens 
August 12 Nancy Willet 
August 13 Greg Farr 
 Malissa Hull 
 Wanda Moon 
August 14 Cameron Hunt 
 Melba Jeffus 
 Dillon Ristau 
August 15 Bettye Leake 
 Linda Washeck 

August 19 Dylan Birdsong 
 Fern Reed 
August 21 Margaret Pruitt 
August 22 Jaime Collins 
August 23 Carol Graham 
 Sara Graham (Mrs. Johnny) 
August 24 Clarence Greer 
 Meredith Miller 
 Kim Saams 
August 26 Evelyn Coomer 
August 29 Stan Jeffus 
 Will Lindberg 
 Rogers Windle 
August 30 Kathy Cummings 
August 31 Josh White 


