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USHERSUSHERSUSHERSUSHERS    
8:458:458:458:45    

Don Black - Head Usher 
Elna Singleton     Bart Mathis 

Karen Hunt 
11:0011:0011:0011:00    

Andy Cummings - Head Usher 
Joel Sexton     Jerry Patterson 
Henry Kaplan     Rachel Petty 

 

PARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERS    
Patrick Garver     Jennifer Gardner 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Patti Bock, sister of Susan Leake 
Pat Cutright, friend of Holland & Rose Whitney 
Manuel Estrada, father of Del Olson 
Adam Fort, son of Doug and Jan Fort 
Michael Johnson, son of Ken and Judy Johnson 
Denise Key, sister-in-law of Brenda Adams 
Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 
Lana Long, friend of Jennifer Gardner 
Carolyn Matlock, friend of Susan Caster 
Edna McCoy, mother-in-law of Michael Johnson 
Linda Miller, mother of Jan Fort 
Jimmy Dan Montgomery, Len McCurdy’s  
 brother 
Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 
Sue Oakley 
Mike Palumbo, uncle of Penny Palumbo 
Bob Ragsdale, friend of Ken & Judy Johnson 
Frank Ruiz, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Velia Sheppard, mother of Neill Sheppard  
Gary Shields, brother of Ray Shields 
Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 
Wayne & Frankie Splawn, parents of Elaine  Whitlock 
Laura Virgil 
Garret Whitaker, grandson of friend of  
 Melba Jeffus 
Jim Weig, Karen Dixon’s father 
Holland Whitney 

From the Pastor . . .  
During the baptism of two children in our wor-

ship services last Sunday, I was reminded of the 
promise that the congregation makes on those occa-
sions to surround these children with our care and 
love.  It is a blessing that our church is alive with so 
many children.  But it isn’t easy being a child or 
youth these days – or a parent. The matter of steroid 
use by youth has been much in the news these days 
and there were even Congressional hearings on the 
subject. But there is irony about that.  In a study by 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse, 2.9% of 12th 

graders had taken steroids.  By contrast, 80% of high 
school seniors have used alcohol, with 32% admitting 
that they had been drunk at least once in the 30 days 
prior to being surveyed.  Some 3 million teens are 
problem drinkers and alcoholics.  Every day 7,000 
children under age 16 take their first drink.  The pri-
mary drug problem with America’s young people is 
not steroids.  The problem is alcohol, but it is unlikely 
that Congress will call any hearings on that. 

Tom Osborne is a Congressman from Nebraska 
who is well known because of the winning teams he 
coached at the University of Nebraska for 36 years, 
and he co-sponsored a bill that would have funded 
new efforts to reduce underage drinking.  He said that 
during all his years on the Nebraska campus, he had 
to deal with only three student athletes who used ster-
oids, contrasted to thousands who abused alcohol.  He 
said:  “Probably 85 to 90% of the negative incidents 
on campus, whether they involved players or other 
students, were in some way related to alcohol.” 

Unfortunately, it seems unlikely that Congress is 
going to act on recommendations from the National 
Academy of Sciences for reducing underage drinking.  
But as parents and as a church, as we promised during 
the baptisms last Sunday, we can through prayer  

               (continued) 

This SundayThis SundayThis SundayThis Sunday    
 

This Sunday is Father’s Day, and we will also 
observe Men of the Church Day.  A Chancel Ensem-
ble will sing at 8:45, and a Women’s Chorus will 
sing at 11:00 Dr. Wilbanks will give the sermon “On 
Being a Family,” based on Matthew 7:24-27. 
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VBS Begins June 26VBS Begins June 26VBS Begins June 26VBS Begins June 26    
    
    
    
    
    

Sign up for “Circle G Ranch,” our VBS which 
will be held June 26-30.  The week will kick off 
with a covered dish dinner Sunday evening at 5:30 
p.m.  An optional dinner will be served at 6:00 
p.m. Monday through Thursday for $3.  
(Reservations required.)   

In addition to classes for children age 3 
through youth, there will also be two classes for 
adults to choose from:  Jesus and Prayer led by 
Ken and Martha Sheppard Mahaffey; and  a square 
dancing class.  Class times will be 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

You can sign up for VBS after either worship 
service this Sunday. 

and example support and encourage all our children 
in their Christian journey.  And that is also a worthy 
goal as we think about Father’s Day. 

                                                   Tom Wilbanks  



Please continue to pray for 
those in the military service. 

Our Church Family . . . 
Our sympathy is extended to LARRY THOMAS 

whose mother died June 3. 
We extend our sympathy to BOB and BETH 

SMITH whose son-in-law died. 
It was good to see CHARLES and WILLIE 

TOWNSEND back at church following recent hospi-
talizations, and to see KAREN E. HUNT back after her 
back surgery. 

Last Sunday, DARIN SCOTT HOBSON, grandson 
of Mary McWilliams was baptized at the 8:45 service 
and LINDSEY ELIZABETH MITCHELL, daughter of 
Bart and Monica Mitchell was baptized at 11:00. 

This Sunday at the 11:00 o’clock service, we will 
observe Men of the Church Day and our Men’s Council 
will make a Church Man of the Year presentation.  The 
selection, which is always a surprise, is made by the 
past presidents of our Men’s Council. 

Please note that the quarterly communion service 
which is usually held the first Sunday of July will be 
held on June 26 instead. 

Mission YearbooksMission YearbooksMission YearbooksMission Yearbooks    
 

 Orders are being taken in the church office for the 
2006 Mission Yearbook for Prayer & Study.  The cost 
is $5.25.  Also available is the 2006 Children’s Mission 

Yearbook for Prayer and Study which contains mission 
stories and photographs.  Designed as a personal devo-
tional guide for 3rd-6th graders, it includes a word of 
the week as well as a Scripture and prayers, recipes, 
games and puzzles. The cost is $4.40 for the children’s 
books.  The deadline for ordering the mission year-
books is July 9. 

The Chancel ChoirThe Chancel ChoirThe Chancel ChoirThe Chancel Choir    
Wants You!Wants You!Wants You!Wants You!    

    
    

 
 
If you love to sing to the Lord, and have been 

wondering if the Chancel Choir is for you, then now 
is a great time to find out.  Summer is an especially 
good time to “dive in” since the music is somewhat 
simpler and the rehearsal atmosphere is a little more 
relaxed.  We are also beginning to prepare for our 
annual Summer concert to be held at the Mesquite 
Arts Center.  This year the concert will consist of 
music from movies, and will be presented on Sun-
day, August 21.  Even if you have never been a part 
of a church choir, but would simply like to attend a 
rehearsal, you are welcomed to do so.  Please call 
Verlyn either at the church during office hours (972-
285-5602) or at home on evenings or weekends if 
you are interested in participating.  Come and join 
us as we raise our voices in praise to the Lord!  No 
audition is necessary.  The choir rehearses on 
Wednesdays from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. during the sum-
mer, and childcare is always provided. 

Hey Youth!!Hey Youth!!Hey Youth!!Hey Youth!!    
 

Remember to make your reservations for this 
event!!! 
 

Grace Presbytery's Annual 
Day at Hurricane Harbor 

Friday, July 22 
Tickets are $26 

 

Deadline for reservations is June 29. 
 

MulticulturalMulticulturalMulticulturalMulticultural    
Presbyterian Women EventPresbyterian Women EventPresbyterian Women EventPresbyterian Women Event    

June 18June 18June 18June 18    
    
    
    
    

South Asian Presbyterian Women are having a 
multicultural get-together on Saturday, June 18, at 
5:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall of the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Garland,  All women are invited.  
Our keynote speaker is Betty Sicks.  Dinner will be 
served. 

If you have any questions, please call Reeny 
Almas. 

Pathfinders are in ColoradoPathfinders are in ColoradoPathfinders are in ColoradoPathfinders are in Colorado    
 

Thirty youth and eight adults left 
for a mission trip to Florence, Colorado 
last Friday, and they will return this 
Sunday afternoon.  The group will be 
working repairing homes for low in-
come residents of that area.  The project 
is organized by Group Work Camps, and over 400 
youth from churches all over the U.S. will be partici-
pating.  

The youth on the trip are Jake Armstrong, Hollis 
Bankston, Keight Bettis, Kara Bright, Greg Carboni, 
Cort Farmer, Brady Grubbs, Jordan Hartsell, Tyler 
Hebert, Will Lindberg, Cassie Lydick, Amanda May-
field, Jean-Paul Marshall, Chelsea Martin, Lindsey 
Martin, Vanessa Olmos, Dane Patterson, Ben Robin-
son, Angie Sather, Zack Saucier, Griffin Scholl, 
Aaron Sheppard-Mahaffey, Hope Sheppard-
Mahaffey, Emily Singleton, Chandler Smith, 
Mitchell Smith, Katy Uzzle, Angela Washeck, Josh 
White and Stephen Wright. 

The eight adults are Cynthia Petty, Dave and 
Deborah Edling, Daniel and Kay Alvarez, Susan 
Farmer, Scott Patterson, and Howard Saucier. 

Please keep this group in your prayers this week. 

Session HighlightsSession HighlightsSession HighlightsSession Highlights    
 

This is a summary of the Session meetings of May 
11, and June 8.  Both meetings began with sharing 
prayer concerns. 

A letter was received from the Mesquite Clothes 
Closet thanking us for a generous gift our church made 
for clothes and shoes for needy children in the MISD.  
Also received was a letter from Sharing Life Commu-
nity Outreach thanking us for a recent contribution to 
be used to help serve the economically disadvantaged 
and families in crisis in Mesquite and Southeast Dallas 
County.  In addition, Interfaith Housing Coalition sent 
a letter expressing thanks for our contribution which 
will  help them provide services such as housing, food, 
clothing, job search help, counseling services, and 
children’s programs. Dr. Wilbanks shared a letter with 
the Session which he wrote to Grove Hill Funeral 
Home concerning damage to church property by fu-
neral home employees at a recent funeral. 

Phil Johnson, Chairman of the Christian Educa-
tion Committee, mentioned that it was an impressive 
sight on June 5, seeing the 30 youth and eight adults 
commissioned at our church service before they left 
for the youth mission trip to Florence, Colorado.  He 
also reported that Cynthia Petty and Bob Willet will 
accompany 6-8 sr. highs to Synod Youth Workshop at 
the University of Tulsa July 11-16.  Liz Ramsey will 
be the director of Wednesday Church Night this fall 
with Sarina Mayfield serving as assistant. Our youth 
are participating in a city-sponsored test program of 
removal of unauthorized signs from medians, etc. 

John Kusewitt, Chairman of the Mission Commit-
tee, spoke about the blood drive to be held June 12.  

Margie Pollard was elected as a commissioner to 
attend the meeting of Grace Presbytery with Dr. Wil-
banks at Ridglea Presbyterian Church in Fort Worth 
on June 11.  (At this meeting our church was recog-
nized as one of the 58 churches out of 180 in the pres-
bytery which increased in membership last year.) 

Phil Johnson was elected Chairman of the Nomi-
nating Committee for new church officers and Diane 
Beal was elected as the other Elder to serve on the 
committee. 

  

Scholarships AvailableScholarships AvailableScholarships AvailableScholarships Available    
 

Our church will be offering scholarship help for 
the 2005-06 school year to active members of our 
church who will be enrolled full time in a college, uni-
versity or trade school.  Applications are available in 
the church office. 


