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SERVING THIS SUNDAYSERVING THIS SUNDAYSERVING THIS SUNDAYSERVING THIS SUNDAY    
February 13, 2005February 13, 2005February 13, 2005February 13, 2005    

USHERSUSHERSUSHERSUSHERS    
8:458:458:458:45    

Don Black - Head Usher 
Deborah Edling     Mac McDonald 

Edie Brunson 
11:0011:0011:0011:00    

Jennifer Gardner - Head Usher 
Roger Foltz     Roger Samuels 

Cheryl Mason     Carrie Jenkins 

PARKING LOT GREETERPARKING LOT GREETERPARKING LOT GREETERPARKING LOT GREETER    
Patrick Garver     Joel Sexton 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Lynda Aber, Rick Aber’s sister 
Hal Atkinson, brother-in-law of Willie Townsend 
Patti Bock, sister of Susan Leake 
Pat Cutright, friend of Holland & Rose Whitney 
Maurice Crowell, friend of Jay & Dana White 
Bud Derrick 
Manuel Estrada, father of Del Olson 
Mary Glenn 
General W. G. Johnson, brother of Beth Smith 
Michael Johnson, son of Ken and Judy Johnson 
Denise Key, sister-in-law of Brenda Adams 
Lana Long, friend of Jennifer Gardner 
Barbara Loving, mother of Susan Caster 
Carolyn Matlock, friend of Susan Caster 
Jimmy Dan Montgomery, Len McCurdy’s  
 brother 
Brenda Motley, cousin of Hope Sheppard 
Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 
Mike Palumbo, uncle of Penny Palumbo 
Bob Ragsdale, friend of Ken & Judy Johnson 
Fred Ruiz, brother-in-law of Jay Hartsell 
Barbara Schone, Ed Hudson’s sister 
Velia Sheppard, mother of Neill Sheppard  
Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 
Wayne & Frankie Splawn, parents of Elaine 

 Whitlock 
Laura Virgil 
Garret Whitaker, grandson of friend of  
 Melba Jeffus 
Jim Weig, Karen Dixon’s father 
Holland Whitney 
Ralph Yantz, Sue Olson’s father 
Martha Zenge, Ed Hudson’s mother 
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From the Pastor . . .  
This Wednesday, February 9, marks the begin-

ning of Lent.  The word “Lent” is from an old Eng-
lish word which refers to the lengthening of days and 
the coming of spring.  It is a period of 40 days before 
Easter which is a time of reflection, renewal, and 
spiritual growth.  We will have a brief Ash Wednes-
day service in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 

This Sunday evening there will be a church night 
supper which is always one of the most enjoyable of 
the year.  It has a Valentine theme, and we always 
have a counselor who speaks about things which 
make for stable and good family relationships.  This 
year we are pleased that Dr. Hank Hunt will be the 
speaker.  He was also the speaker for this dinner sev-
eral years ago, and having heard many of these across 
the years, Hank is one of the best. 

I encourage you to come this Sunday and each 
Sunday during Lent with the prayer that we may all 
have a renewed sense of the joy and strength of the 
Christian faith as we prepare our hearts and minds for 
the day of days – Easter. 

 
   Tom Wilbanks 

This SundayThis SundayThis SundayThis Sunday    
    

     This Sunday is the first Sunday of 
Lent.  The Alleluia Choir will sing at 
8:45, and the Presbytones and Chan-
cel Choir will provide music at 
11:00.  Dr. Wilbanks will give the 
sermon “God’s Gifts.” 

Church Night SupperChurch Night SupperChurch Night SupperChurch Night Supper    
 

Our first Church Night 
Supper for 2005 will be this 
Sunday, February 13, at 6:00 
p.m.  The supper has a Valen-
tine theme, and the speaker will 
be Dr. Hank Hunt, a counselor 
on the staff of the Pastoral 
Counseling Center.  In addition, the New Covenant 
Octet will entertain us with some fun music.  For the 
supper, please bring a meat, vegetable, salad, or des-
sert dish.  Child care will be provided for preschool 
children. 

Ash Wednesday ServiceAsh Wednesday ServiceAsh Wednesday ServiceAsh Wednesday Service    
This WednesdayThis WednesdayThis WednesdayThis Wednesday    

 

This Wednesday, Febru-
ary 9, is known as Ash 
Wednesday, and marks the 
beginning of the season of 
Lent:  40 days of contrition 
(excluding Sundays) leading 
up to Easter Sunday. During this season we are to 
focus upon the great cost of our salvation, the aton-
ing death of our Savior, Jesus Christ, and repentance 
of our sin.  A brief service of scripture, song, and 
congregational participation will be observed in the 
sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.  The Chancel Choir will sing 
and Verlyn Smoker will present a short homily.  All 
ages are invited as we together begin this holy sea-
son of preparation.  Child care will be provided.  
This service will be held in lieu of our regular 
Wednesday Church Night classes.  The Youth choir 
and children’s choir will meet at their normal times. 

Our prayer is that this opportunity for worship 
will increase your awareness of the season of Lent 
which prepares us to more fully appreciate the cele-
bration of the resurrection of our Lord on Easter 
Sunday!  May God be glorified in our worship this 
Wednesday, and throughout the season of Lent. 

 

   Verlyn Smoker 



Our Church Family . . . 
After not having a church newsletter for the past 

two weeks, there is a lot to catch up on within our 
church family.  PETE ALLEN is home following ma-
jor surgery February 1.  ALLEGRA CHAPMAN has 
been at the Medical Center of Mesquite for over a 
week.  It has been good to see LAVERNE PAGE, JIM 
BREWSTER, MARY RUTH MANDEL, DOUG 
FORT, and GERALD JENKINS back at church fol-
lowing recent hospitalizations.  SHERMAN REED 
underwent the second of two surgeries on February 7.  
J.P. BAKER, the nine-year old son of Eddie and Beth 
Baker, was at Children’s Medical Center for several 
days recently.  MATTHEW LEGG, the eight month 
old  son of Amber (Sather) Legg, was at Presbyterian 
Hospital for several days last week. 

Our church lost a faithful member January 17, in 
the death of JOYCE BRASHEARS.  We are grateful 
for her life and for what she meant to our church.  As 
many are aware, she built the beautiful replica of the 
front of our church which was used as part of this 
year’s stewardship theme. 

Our sympathy is extended to NANCY WILLET 
whose mother, Joan Haver, died January 28, in Palm 
Desert, California and to SANDY COLLINS whose 
grandfather died in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

SANDRA HARRISON, the daughter of Bud and 
Frances Derrick, was badly injured in a car wreck in 
Arlington recently. 

Our Director of Christian Education, CYNTHIA 
PETTY, returned last Saturday evening from the an-
nual meeting of the Association of Presbyterian 
Church Educators in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada. 

A nice card was received from JACKIE CALD-
WELL recently.  She is now living in Amarillo and 
said she misses our church and her friends here. 

We observed Scout Sunday on January 30, and 
two of our members received special awards.  BILLY 
MARK GILLLISPIE was given the Celtic Cross 
Award for exceptional service to children and youth.  
Billy Mark did most of the work on the renovation of 
the Scout House.  ROGER FOLTZ was given the God 
and Service Adult Scouter Award for service to the 
Scout organization and the church.  Both awards are 
sponsored by the National Association of Presbyterian 
Scouters.  An open house was held at the Scout House  

       (continued) 

Please pray for those in the  
military service . . .  
 

Please continue to keep members and friends of 
our church family who are serving in the armed forces 
in your prayers.  They are:  Patrick Bannister (foster 
son of Troy and Angie Gray); Karl Clammer (in Iraq), 
friend of Carol Graham; Nick Harris; Austin Hebert 
(in Korea); Cindy Lawson (in Iraq), niece of Jim & 
Hope Sheppard; John Legg (in Iraq), husband of Am-
ber (Sather) Legg; Courtney Maynard Lehner, grand-
daughter of Evelyn Coomer;  Dan Lindberg (in Iraq); 
Jonathan Martin (in Iraq), nephew of Jeff & Margaret 
Pruitt; Eric McBain; Bud Maynard (in Iraq), grandson 
of Evelyn Coomer; Lynnsey Overbay, grandson of 
Bob & Roxanne Martin.  Please let us know if there 
are others. 

following the service, and an article about the occa-
sion was on the front page of the Mesquite News last 
Thursday. 

There was a good attendance at the Annual Con-
gregational Dinner Meeting January 30, on a cold, 
rainy night.  After a delicious meal, reports were 
given by staff members and by organizations in the 
church.  Dr. Breck Bennett was elected as a Deacon 
to fill the unexpired term of Joyce Brashears.  Gracy 
Thomas and Kathy Brown were elected to serve on 
the Nominating Committee for new church officers, 
and Dan Fricke and Paula Kusewitt were elected as 
alternates.  John Kusewitt, Chairman of the Church 
Budget and Stewardship Committee in 2004 pre-
sented the proposed 2005 church budget of 
$448,990, and this was approved.  The meeting con-
cluded with a memorial service for our members 
who died in 2004:  Lorene Range, David Kelton, 
Carol Middleton, Bill Hogan, Nell Still, Frank 
Schulz, Jr., and Marge White.  Though not a mem-
ber, we also remembered with gratitude the life of 
Josh Howard who died in 2004.  Josh’s dad, David, 
was at the meeting. 

Special Lenten SundaySpecial Lenten SundaySpecial Lenten SundaySpecial Lenten Sunday    
School Class for AdultsSchool Class for AdultsSchool Class for AdultsSchool Class for Adults    

 

      Lent begins this week on Ash Wednesday, 
February 9.  The Christian 
Education Committee is 
pleased to offer a special 
Lenten Sunday School class 
for adults beginning February 
13, through March 20.  This 
class, led by Rev. Kenneth 
Sheppard-Mahaffey, will be a 

study of some major participants in the Easter Story – 
Caiaphas, Judas, Pilate.  This fascinating study is 
offered as an enhancement to your Lenten devotions.   
The class will meet in the church officers meeting 
room.  Registration is not required; however, if you 
plan to attend, contact the office so we will have ap-
propriate supplies. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Introducing the first ever 
KidQuiver 

just for JAMmers (3rd-6th grade) 
 

This mini-kidquake is offered for you by Path-
finders. 
 

Theme:  Young Believers  
  I Timothy 4:12 

Date:  Friday, Feb. 25-Saturday, Feb. 26 
Place:  First Presbyterian Church 
Cost:  $15 /person (additional family members at  
  $10 each)  Includes supplies, snack on   
  Friday night, breakfast Saturday, 
  and t-shirt. 
 

 
 
 
 
Thanks for your donations in support of our  

Souper Bowl of Caring project last Sunday.  In addi-
tion to quite a few cans of soup, over $379 was col-
lected.  All proceeds will be used to alleviate hunger 
here in Mesquite. 

Save These Dates!!Save These Dates!!Save These Dates!!Save These Dates!!    
 

        Blood drives are planned this 
year on March 13, June 12, and Oc-
tober 9.  We don’t really expect you 
to plan your vacations around these 

dates, but please put them on your calendar and con-
sider giving.  Your donation of blood is a gift that 
truly makes a difference, and doesn’t cost you any-
thing.  Carter Bloodcare will bring their bus to our 
parking lot and will be available from 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m. on the above dates. 

Goldenaires MeetingGoldenaires MeetingGoldenaires MeetingGoldenaires Meeting    
10 a.m., Thursday, February 2410 a.m., Thursday, February 2410 a.m., Thursday, February 2410 a.m., Thursday, February 24    

    

All adult members and friends of our church are 
invited to attend our Goldenaires meeting this 
month.  Ellen Mallum will review the book Found-
ing Mothers, written by Cokie Roberts, the political 
commentator on ABC News.  The book focuses on 
the lives of the spouses of the founding fathers, with 
information derived mostly from letters written by 
these women to husbands, parents, siblings and 
friends. 

The review will be followed by a covered dish 
lunch.  Please bring a dish to share and join us for 
this interesting book review and great food and fel-
lowship. 

Registration for KidQuake 
is due this Sunday, February 13. 

Do You Play Bridge?Do You Play Bridge?Do You Play Bridge?Do You Play Bridge?    
 

Some members of our church are wondering if 
there are enough of us who play bridge to form a 
group.  Call the church office if you are interested. 

2004 Year End Contribution Reports2004 Year End Contribution Reports2004 Year End Contribution Reports2004 Year End Contribution Reports    
 

The year end contribution reports are on the table 
beneath the clock in the hall.  If you need the report 
mailed to you, please call the church office at 972-
285-5602. 



Feb. 1 Linda Collins 
 Steve Leake 
 Riley Nystrom 
Feb. 2 Jerry Dressler 
 Martha Whitehurst 
Feb. 3 Tiffany Hartsell 
 Susan Scholl 
Feb. 5 Karen Hunt (Mrs. Dennis) 
 George Venner 
Feb. 6 Ricardo Estrada 
Feb. 7 Steven Collins 
 Zack Saucier 
Feb. 8 Kara Bright 
 Earlayne Martin 
Feb. 9 Nick Harris 

Feb. 9 Kevin Uzzle 
Feb. 10 Christian Higginbotham 
Feb. 11 Ryan Deegan 
 Howard Saucier 
Feb. 12 Cynthia Petty 
Feb. 13 Tom Wilbanks 
Feb. 15 Sean McDonnell 
Feb. 19 Sherman Reed 
Feb. 21 Margie Pollard 
Feb. 22 Zoe Brown 
Feb. 23 Pete Allen 
 Janis Fox 
Feb. 27 Paiton Garver 
 Johnny Thompson 
Feb. 28 Marty McCalmont 

Wednesday Choir Schedule 
5:00 - 5:30 Alleluia Chimes (chime ringers,  
 grades 3 - 5)  Bell Room 
5:15 - 6:15  Youth Choir (grades 7 - 12) 
 Sanctuary 
5:30 - 6:00 Hope Choir (ages 3 - 4) 
 Young Adult classroom 
5:30 - 6:15 Cherub Choir (grades K - 2) 
 Genesis classroom 
5:30 - 6:15 Alleluia Choir (grades 3 - 6) 
 Choir room 
7:30 - 9:00 Chancel Choir (grades 9 - adult) 

Wednesday Church Night Schedule 
6:15-6:30 p.m. Snack/Dinner 
6:30-7:25 p.m. Classes for everyone 


