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SERVING THIS SUNDAYSERVING THIS SUNDAYSERVING THIS SUNDAYSERVING THIS SUNDAY    
March 6, 2005March 6, 2005March 6, 2005March 6, 2005    

USHERSUSHERSUSHERSUSHERS    
8:458:458:458:45    

Patrick Garver - Head Usher 

Mary McBain     Weldon Ballenger 

Gail Troxel 
11:0011:0011:0011:00    

Daniel Alvarez - Head Usher 

Elna Singleton     Denise Bennett 

Cheryl Mason    Amanda Mayfield 

PARKING LOT GREETERPARKING LOT GREETERPARKING LOT GREETERPARKING LOT GREETER    
Johnny Thompson     Jerry Jones 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Lynda Aber, Rick Aber’s sister 

Hal Atkinson, brother-in-law of Willie Townsend 

Patti Bock, sister of Susan Leake 

Pat Cutright, friend of Holland & Rose Whitney 

Maurice Crowell, friend of Jay & Dana White 

Bud Derrick 

Manuel Estrada, father of Del Olson 

Mary Glenn 

General W. G. Johnson, brother of Beth Smith 

Michael Johnson, son of Ken and Judy Johnson 

Denise Key, sister-in-law of Brenda Adams 

Lana Long, friend of Jennifer Gardner 

Barbara Loving, mother of Susan Caster 

Carolyn Matlock, friend of Susan Caster 

Jimmy Dan Montgomery, Len McCurdy’s  

 brother 

Brenda Motley, cousin of Hope Sheppard 

Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 

Mike Palumbo, uncle of Penny Palumbo 

Bob Ragsdale, friend of Ken & Judy Johnson 

Fred Ruiz, brother-in-law of Jay Hartsell 

Barbara Schone, Ed Hudson’s sister 

Velia Sheppard, mother of Neill Sheppard  

Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 

Wayne & Frankie Splawn, parents of Elaine  Whitlock 

Laura Virgil 

Garret Whitaker, grandson of friend of  

 Melba Jeffus 

Jim Weig, Karen Dixon’s father 

Holland Whitney 

Ron Wilkins, Howard Saucier’s stepdad 

Ralph Yantz, Sue Olson’s father 

Martha Zenge, Ed Hudson’s mother 
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From the Pastor . . .  
The 23rd Psalm is a favorite of many people, and 

we will never exhaust the wisdom and truth which is 

there.  I was thinking recently about the last verse of 

that Psalm “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 

me all the days of my life….”  Years ago an out-

standing preacher, Dr. Arthur John Gossip, com-

mented on this passage by saying:  “Our lives are 

strange and moving tales, filled with unexpected, 

unpredictable happenings.  Filled with crossroads so 

important to us in our choices of which road to take.  

We are here because we were led to choose the right 

one. Lives filled with doors that opened at the right 

time and place for us.  Filled with unexpected joys 

which we accepted without so much as a thank you.  

Filled with sorrows which followed us through the 

valley of the shadow of death, but forgetting that only 

thus have we been privileged to discover that we are 

NOT ALONE.  The friends who stuck by us, and that 

presence of God that carried us victoriously through 

the valleys of the shadows.” 

It is worth remembering as we make our Lenten 

pilgrimage together that surely goodness and mercy 

HAVE FOLLOWED you and me through all the 

days of our lives, and it is important to give thanks 

for it.  One way we do that is through worship, and I 

look forward to seeing you at worship on this fourth 

Sunday of Lent. 

   Tom Wilbanks  

This SundayThis SundayThis SundayThis Sunday    
    

      On this fourth Sunday of Lent, the 

Chancel Choir will sing at 8:45, and the 

Youth Choir will sing at 11:00.  Dr. Wil-

banks will give the sermon “Overcoming 

the Obstacles of Life” based on II Chroni-

cles 20:13-23.  The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

will be observed at the 8:45 service. 

Church Night SupperChurch Night SupperChurch Night SupperChurch Night Supper    
 

 Plan to attend our Church Night  

Supper this Sunday, March 6, at 6:00.  

The program will be presented by Dan 

Gibson, a story teller and banjo player.  

He does interactive storytelling, music, and poetry.  

We have heard good things about him and this will 

be a program that all ages will enjoy.  For the supper, 

please bring a meat, vegetable, salad, or dessert dish.  

Child care will be provided for preschool children. 

Palm/Passion SundayPalm/Passion SundayPalm/Passion SundayPalm/Passion Sunday    
Choral Evensong ServiceChoral Evensong ServiceChoral Evensong ServiceChoral Evensong Service    

    

On Palm Sunday evening, March 20, at 5:00 

p.m. the music ministry will offer a unique opportu-

nity for worship in our third annual Palm/Passion 

Evensong service.  This service will be led by our 

Chancel Choir, joined by professional instrumental-

ists, and will focus on the events of Jesus Christ’s 

life from His Triumphal entry into Jerusalem to His 

cross.  The music will contain the message for the 

evening which will consist of great choruses of 

Christian choral literature written by composers such 

as Johannes Brahams, Felix Mendlessohn, and W. A. 

Mozart.  Palm/Passion Sunday marks the beginning 

of Holy Week and these profound musical settings, 

intertwined with narrations from holy scripture, will 

heighten the importance of this week in the life of 

the church, and in your spiritual pilgrimage.  We 

encourage you to invite friends, family members, 

coworkers, and neighbors to experience the glorious 

design of God for salvation set to music. 

 It would be a tremendous blessing to have our 

sanctuary filled for this service, so if you would like 

to post a flier at your place of work, or elsewhere in 

the community, please see me. 

    Verlyn Smoker 



Our Church Family . . . 
It was good to see PETE ALLEN back at Sunday 

School and church February 20, following major sur-

gery.  ALLEGRA CHAPMAN is now at Kindred Hos-

pital on Greenville Avenue in Dallas.  HOLLAND 

WHITNEY is at Zale-Lipshy Hospital.  DAN FRICKE 

was at Doctors Hospital for several days last week.  

KAREN HARRIS is scheduled for surgery at Baylor 

on March 9. 

Our best wishes are extended to RYAN WITTY 

and JULIA LEE who were married February 19. 

It was a joy to see DAN LINDBERG at church 

February 27.  Dan returned home last week from Iraq.  

He will be home for about a month and then will be 

stationed in Germany for the remainder of his military 

service until Thanksgiving. 

A nice Church Night Supper was held February 

13.  The supper, which always has a Valentine theme 

featured Dr. Hank Hunt, a counselor from the Pastoral 

Counseling Center in Dallas as the speaker.  During 

the program, boxes of candy were given to the couple 

married the shortest time, John and Paula Kusewitt, 

and to the couple married the longest, Jim and Hope 

Sheppard.  The New Covenant Octet sang a delightful 

medley of old songs. 

An interesting program was presented at the 

Men’s Breakfast last Sunday by Jacquelyn DeMoore 

from Evergreen Presbyterian Ministries, which we 

support through our mission giving.  A video was also 

shown which illustrated the wonderful work this or-

ganization does in serving people with functional dis-

abilities in four states, including Texas. 

Position AvailablePosition AvailablePosition AvailablePosition Available    
Childcare CoordinatorChildcare CoordinatorChildcare CoordinatorChildcare Coordinator    

    

This paid position is responsible for hiring, train-

ing and scheduling paid child care workers for our 

many activities based on approved protection poli-

cies.  Interested parties may contact the church office. 

Please continue to pray for 

those in the military service. 

Hearing Impaired?Hearing Impaired?Hearing Impaired?Hearing Impaired?    
 

 If you have difficulty hearing, the church can 

provide an excellent hearing device which will enable 

you to hear clearly the Sunday morning worship ser-

vices.  Contact Dr. Wilbanks if you would like to 

know more. 

Session HighlightsSession HighlightsSession HighlightsSession Highlights    
 

 The February 9 meeting of the Session began 

with sharing prayer concerns.  Dr. Breck Bennett 

met with the Session and was approved by the Ses-

sion for ordination as a Deacon on March 6. 

Phil Johnson, Chairman of the Christian Educa-

tion Committee, reported that our youth had a good 

experience at the Senior High Youth Connection at 

Austin College January 28-30.  He said that our first 

KidQuiver ( a mini “Kid Quake”) would be  Friday, 

February 25, for 3-6 graders, with our senior high 

youth (with adult supervision) in charge of the 

event.  The theme is “Young Believers” based on I 

Timothy 4:12.  Elna Singleton will be Director of 

this year’s Vacation Bible School June 26-30.  Cyn-

thia Petty reported that she had a good experience at 

the meeting of the Association of Presbyterian 

Church Educators in Vancouver. 

Under new business, the Session responded to a 

questionnaire from presbytery about youth ministry.  

Discussion was also held about the plan for calling 

new members in cases of death within our congrega-

tion.  After the last time this plan was used, it be-

came obvious that some members were confused 

about the calling and that some changes needed to 

be made.  The Session approved a suggestion that a 

notice be placed in the newsletter asking those who 

wish to be contacted to give that information to the 

church office, and they will be called.  The Session 

was advised that we had hail damage to the church 

in a storm on January 12.  The adjuster is recom-

mending to our insurance company that all roofs at 

the church (except the manse which is a different 

type of shingle) be replaced.  The Property Commit-

tee of the Board of Deacons, chaired by Jerry Jones, 

will meet with roofers to get estimates, etc. 

Do You WantDo You WantDo You WantDo You Want    
to be Notified?to be Notified?to be Notified?to be Notified?    

 

If you wish to be contacted in case of a 

death or other emergency in the church, please 

fill out this form and return it to the church 

office, or place it in the offering plate on Sun-

day.  If you are already receiving email no-

tices from the church, you don’t need to fill 

out this form unless you prefer to be notified 

by phone. 
 

□  Please notify me by way of email at 

the following address: 

___________________________________ 

or 

□ Please notify me by telephone at the 

following number: 

___________________________________ 

Sermons for Lent and EasterSermons for Lent and EasterSermons for Lent and EasterSermons for Lent and Easter    
 

March 6 – “Overcoming the Obstacles of Life” 

March 13 –“Lenten Legacies” 

March 20 (Palm Sunday) “1000 Things to See 

 Before You Die” 

March 27 (Easter) “Coffin Confusion” 

Mesquite Symphony ConcertMesquite Symphony ConcertMesquite Symphony ConcertMesquite Symphony Concert    
 

 The Mesquite Symphony Orchestra will present 

“Not Just for Kids” at the Mesquite Arts Center on 

Saturday, March 12, at 7:00 p.m.   Our organist/

pianist, B.J. Mauldin, plays keyboard for the sym-

phony, and Nickie Wilbanks plays violin. 

WCN Takes a Week Off!WCN Takes a Week Off!WCN Takes a Week Off!WCN Takes a Week Off!    
 

This Wednesday, March 2, there will be no WCN 

dinner or classes.  Also, the children’s choirs will not 

rehearse.  (Youth Choir will rehearse as usual.)  We’ll 

be gearing up again on March 9.   See you then!! 

    
 

     Our annual Easter egg hunts 

are scheduled for Saturday, 

March 19 . . .  

2:00-4:00 p.m.  - 2nd grade &    

     younger 

6:30-8:30 p.m. - Egg hunt in the  

     dark for JAMmers (3rd-6th  

     grade) 

Further details will be forthcoming.  Parents, 

please plan to bring plastic eggs stuffed with goodies 

(candy, stickers, erasers, etc.) to the church before 

noon on Friday, March 18. 

Blood Drive Blood Drive Blood Drive Blood Drive -------- March 13 March 13 March 13 March 13    
 

Remember the blood drive Sunday, March 13, 

from 9 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  A sign up sheet is on the 

bulletin board near the church office.  Carter Blood-

Care will have their mobile coach on our north park-

ing lot.  We need your help!! 

KidQuiver 
 

Our first ever KidQuiver was a great success!!!  

Last Friday night, February 25, 44 people were par-

ticipating in Young Believers, the theme for this 

year’s event.  KidQuiver was planned in its entirety 

(from scripture, games, energizers, small groups and 

fabulous T-shirt design) and presented by Pathfinders, 

our junior and senior high students, just for 3rd 

through 6th graders.  We all had fun and look forward 

to next year’s event. 

Yee Ha!  SaddleYee Ha!  SaddleYee Ha!  SaddleYee Ha!  Saddle----Up Pardner Up Pardner Up Pardner Up Pardner 
for the Circle G Ranch!for the Circle G Ranch!for the Circle G Ranch!for the Circle G Ranch!    

(Where God’s at the Center 
and the Love Never Ends) 

 

Yep!  That’s our Vacation Bible School theme 

this year.  Classes for all ages will be offered June 26-

30.  If yer interested in bein’ a ranch hand, see fore-

man, Elna Singleton 



March 5 Craig Alford 

 Madison Gardner 

 Jerry McBain 

 Robbie Robinson 

 Kim Sather 

March 7 Paula Kusewitt 

 Cheryl Mason 

March 8 Victor Carboni 

 Grace Nelms 

March 9 Anna Saucier 

 Garrett Williamson 

March 10 Jeff Saams 

March 11 Loncy Leaake 

March 12 Austin Hebert 

 Duane Moon 

 Jim Sheppard 

March 13 Joyce Ballenger 

 David Litchfield 

March 15 Judy Johnson 

 Mark Smoker 

March 16 Betsy Litchfield 

 Chay Wachendorfer 

March 17 Connie Wright 

March 18 Jesse Baker 

March 19 Ron Smith 

March 20 Rachel Petty 

March 21 Ashley Gardner 

March 22 Cheryl Lydick 

March 23 Sarah Petty 

 McKenna White 

March 24 Emma Smoker 

March 27 Chase Schandelmeier 

March 28 Ken Sheppard-Mahaffey 

March 29 Amy Bright 

March 30 Dianne Estrada 

 Alex Lindberg 

 Chandler Smith 

March 31 Nathan Edlling 

 Jonathan Graham 

 Maurine Robinson 

Wednesday Choir Schedule 
5:00 - 5:30 Alleluia Chimes (chime ringers,  

 grades 3 - 5)  Bell Room 

5:15 - 6:15  Youth Choir (grades 7 - 12) 

 Sanctuary 

5:30 - 6:00 Hope Choir (ages 3 - 4) 

 Young Adult classroom 

5:30 - 6:15 Cherub Choir (grades K - 2) 

 Genesis classroom 

5:30 - 6:15 Alleluia Choir (grades 3 - 6) 

 Choir room 

7:30 - 9:00 Chancel Choir (grades 9 - adult) 

Wednesday Church Night Schedule 
6:15-6:30 p.m. Snack/Dinner 

6:30-7:25 p.m. Classes for everyone 


