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USHERSUSHERSUSHERSUSHERS    
8:458:458:458:45    

Ron Smith -Head Usher 
    Johnny Thompson     Gail Watson 

Kelli Harris 
11:0011:0011:0011:00    

Jerry Jones - Head Usher 
Jennifer Gardner     Bernie DeRoo 
Matthew Taylor     Chandler Smith 

 

PARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERS    
Johnny Thompson     Ron Smith 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Gary and Nancy Black 
Eve Brice 
Cindy Clawson, niece of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Pat Cutright, friend of Rose Whitney 
Gerald Downing, friend of Roger Samuels 
Manuel Estrada, father of Del Olson 
Adam Fort, son of Doug and Jan Fort 
Amanda Greer 
Michael Haninger 
Denise Key, sister-in-law of Brenda Adams 
Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 
Edna McCoy, mother-in-law of Michael Johnson 
Linda Miller, mother of Jan Fort 
Jimmy Dan Montgomery, Len McCurdy’s  
 brother 
Sam Moore, 5 year old nephew of Dave & Gayle 

 Rumbeck 
Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 
Sue Oakley 
Mike Palumbo, uncle of Penny Palumbo 
Louise Rangeley, mother of Charlene Orr 
Frank Ruiz, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Gary Schone, brother-in-law of Ed Hudson 
Velia Sheppard, mother of Neill Sheppard  
Gary Shields, brother of Ray Shields 
Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 
Wayne & Frankie Splawn, parents of Elaine Whitlock 
Laura Virgil 
Garret Whitaker, grandson of friend of  
 Melba Jeffus 
Jim Weig, Karen Dixon’s father 
Linda and John Young, cousins of Jimmy Gray 

From the Pastor . . .  

This Sunday is Thanksgiving Sunday, and it is 
one of my favorite Sundays of the year.  I like the 
Thanksgiving hymns and anthems and other things 
which always make this such a special occasion.  
With all the catalogs and stores advertising Christ-
mas merchandise, it is easy for a meaningful obser-
vance of Thanksgiving to get left out.  But as Chris-
tians, we need to do better than that.  God has 
blessed us and this nation in wonderful ways.  May 
none of us be too busy or indifferent to worship this 
Sunday.  Our services will truly be outstanding. 

A few weeks ago I preached a sermon on 
“Expect Great Things from God.”  I thought it was 
interesting that a friend in the congregation that day 
wrote on the attendance pad:  “Great things do hap-
pen when I start my week with God.”  I often think 
of the last line of Charles Wesley’s great hymn 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” where he 
speaks of being “lost in wonder, love, and praise.”  
Indeed, worship can do that for us, and it IS good to 
begin the week in worship. 

As we count our blessings this Thanksgiving, 
we are grateful for the good  response by many of 
our people for our stewardship  commitment effort 
for the coming year.  For various reasons, I had been 
concerned about what kind of response we were go-
ing to have this year.  And it is a great encourage-
ment that it has been a very good response. It is sig-
nificant that Thanksgiving and stewardship season 
occur at the same time.  Because God has blessed us, 
we want to respond in gratitude.  And one way we do 
this is through a pledge of support for the church.  
You will find information about the pledge total in 
another article. 

I look forward to sharing the joy of worship with 
you on this Thanksgiving Sunday and giving thanks 
to God.  May God grant to you a blessed Thanksgiv-
ing.                                           
   Tom Wilbanks 

 

This SundayThis SundayThis SundayThis Sunday    
 

This Sunday is Thanksgiving Sunday which is 
always a memorable and great day in our church.  The 
Chancel Ensemble and Presbytones will provide mu-
sic at 8:45, and the Chancel Choir and Jubilate Ring-
ers will provide music at 11:00.  Dr. Wilbanks will 
give the sermon “On Learning to Abound,” based on 
Philippians 4:4-13.  
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Tickets will be on sale after both services this 

Sunday for the 81st annual Thanksgiving dinner spon-
sored by our Men’s Council to be held this Sunday, 
November 20, at 6:00 p.m.  The speaker this year will 
be Dr. Michael Hawn. You will enjoy his interesting, 
humorous presentation! 

The tickets are $6.00 for adults, $3.00 for children 
ages 12 and under, with no household paying more 
than $18.00.  We would appreciate your being consid-
erate in regard to who is in your household.  Please 
note that tickets will NOT be sold the night of the din-
ner.  Childcare will be provided for preschool children. 

 
 
 
 

There will be no Wednesday Church Night on 
November 23.  Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!  
We’ll see you again for WCN on November 30. 



Our Church Family . . . 
MEL WITTY is now at Kindred Rehabilitation 

Hospital which is at Doctors Hospital on Buckner 
Boulevard as he continues to recover from his heart 
problems. 

A number of our members were featured in the 
Mesquite section of The Dallas Morning News last 
Saturday.  Be sure to check out the bulletin board near 
the church office and look at the pictures. 

We were sorry to hear that after MIKE HAN-
INGER seemed to be responding well to chemother-
apy treatment, the recent results have not been as 
good, and he will now have to undergo a bone mar-
row transplant.  Mike is a Presbyterian medical doctor 
who does mission work in the Congo, and his wife is 
a nurse.  They were with us at this time three years 
ago, and we will want to keep them in our prayers.  
We are supporting their mission work.  They had 
hoped to return to the Congo after the first of the year. 

We are glad that NANCY BLACK is recovering 
from surgery on November 11. 

JOSH WHITE  has been elected by Grace Pres-
bytery to serve on the Youth Ministries Committee. 

There will not be a church newsletter next week, 
and the church office will be closed Thursday and 
Friday.  We wish for all members and friends of our 
church a blessed Thanksgiving 

Come DecorateCome DecorateCome DecorateCome Decorate    
for Christmasfor Christmasfor Christmasfor Christmas    

 

       We will decorate the 
church for Christmas on the 
Monday after Thanksgiving, on 
November 28, starting at 9:00 
a.m.  We will be grateful for 
men and women who will 
come and lend a helping hand.  
Susan Farmer will be in charge 

again this year.  Our church is always beautiful at 
Christmas, but we do need your help.  Thanks! 

Mesquite SymphonyMesquite SymphonyMesquite SymphonyMesquite Symphony    
 

The Mesquite Symphony Orchestra will present 
a concert this Saturday, November 19, at 7:30 at the 
Mesquite Arts Center.  B.J. Mauldin, Jonathan Gra-
ham, and Nickie Wilbanks of our congregation will 
be playing in the orchestra. 

Community ThanksgivingCommunity ThanksgivingCommunity ThanksgivingCommunity Thanksgiving    
ServiceServiceServiceService    

 

 The annual Community Thanksgiving Service 
sponsored by the Mesquite Ministers’ Association 
will be held this Tuesday, November 22, at 7:30 at 
North Mesquite Assembly of God, 2528 Oates Drive.  
Our pastor, Tom Wilbanks, will give the sermon this 
year.   

PresbyteryPresbyteryPresbyteryPresbytery    
Youth CelebrationYouth CelebrationYouth CelebrationYouth Celebration    

 

      The annual Presbytery-wide 
Youth Celebration worship ser-
vice will be held Sunday, Novem-
ber 20.  Junior and senior high 
students wishing to attend MUST 
contact Cynthia by Wednesday, 
November 16.  (NOTE:  We will 

have pizza here before we leave and we’ll be back in 
time for the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner.)  There is 
no cost for this event; however, an offering will be 
taken during the Celebration and will be dedicated to 
Grace Presbytery’s Scholarship fund. 

Youth Music MinistryYouth Music MinistryYouth Music MinistryYouth Music Ministry    
Stock SaleStock SaleStock SaleStock Sale    

    
      Following both services 
this Sunday our youth will be 
selling shares of “stock” in 

their bi-annual music ministry tour.  Tables will be 
set up in the hall where shares may be purchased for 
$25 each and all funds will be invested in the summer 
tour.  Shareholders will join in the privilege of invest-
ing in the lives of our youth as we send them out to 
minister to people outside our own city.  Dividends 
gained will be your participation in the ministry ex-
perience, team work, group building, and spiritual 
growth of our youth. 

All shares purchased by the congregation at large 
will be designated for the tour’s general fund, while 
family members and friends outside the church body 
may contribute directly to individual accounts. 

Thanks for Your PledgeThanks for Your PledgeThanks for Your PledgeThanks for Your Pledge    
 

 We are grateful for those who have made 
pledges of support for our church for the coming year.  
As of Monday, November 14, we have 123 pledges 
for $368,288 toward next year’s budget of $464,384, 
and 79.31% of the budget is pledged.  This compares 
to 114 pledges for $354,123 and 78.87% of the budget 
pledged at this time last year. 

The stewardship theme this year is “Clothed with 
Compassion,” based on Colossians 3:12.  In carrying 
out this theme, a “clothes line” is near the clock in the 
hall by the office, and “shirts” with names of mem-
bers who haves pledged will be placed on the line.  
We thank you for being clothed with compassion! 

Session HighlightsSession HighlightsSession HighlightsSession Highlights    
 

 The November 9 meeting of the Session began 
with each member sharing things they were thankful 
for at this Thanksgiving time and then sharing prayer 
concerns. 

Among communications received was one from 
Whitney Bright at the University of Arkansas express-
ing appreciation for the scholarship she received from 
the scholarship fund of the church. 

The church treasurer, Pete Allen, reported that the 
average weekly offering for October was $8,614.80 
which was under the amount needed of $8,634.42, but 
for the year we are still meeting the budget. 

Phil Johnson, Chairman of the Christian Educa-
tion Committee, reported that 40 of our members went 
to Waco for the Church Under the Bridge ministry.  
Our DCE, Cynthia Petty, was Director for the recent 
presbytery sponsored Youth Quake at Camp Gilmont 
for middle school youth. 

Craig Scott, Chairman of the Committee on Com-
mittees, presented the committee structure for the 
church committees for next year, and the names serv-
ing on the committees were approved. 

John Kusewitt, Chairman of the Mission Commit-
tee, said that there were 31 donations of blood at the 
last blood drive, the largest ever.  He said that nine of 
our members participated in Addressing Mesquite, a 
community effort to help repair homes for the elderly. 

Roger Samuels, Chairman of the Worship Com-
mittee, said that a type of battery-operated light has 
been ordered for use by the children at the Christmas 
Eve Candlelight service.  Among other things, it is 
hoped that this will reduce the amount of wax that has 
to be cleaned up after the services. 

A letter was received from the Stated Clerk of 
presbytery indicating that since Nancy Willet has been 
ordained as a minister, she needed to be transferred 
from our active roll to the roll of presbytery, and the 
Session voted to do this. 

The Session discussed recommendations from the 
Church Budget and Stewardship Committee and voted 
to recommend that in keeping with good business 
practices it would be good for all group accounts 
(adult Sunday School classes, etc.) to have a self audit 
each year, year-end statements, receipts, invoices or 
detailed description of all expenditures, and dual con-
trol for deposits. 

Pathfinders Annual Holiday Pathfinders Annual Holiday Pathfinders Annual Holiday Pathfinders Annual Holiday 
Progressive DinnerProgressive DinnerProgressive DinnerProgressive Dinner    

    
       This event will be held 
Saturday, December 3.  This 
is one of our most fun events 
all year.  You must RSVP to 
Cynthia by Wednesday, No-
vember 30. 

Senior HighSenior HighSenior HighSenior High    
Youth ConnectionYouth ConnectionYouth ConnectionYouth Connection    

 

SHYC registration forms are due December 7.  
Registration fee is only $35, and scholarships are 
available.  This annual senior high gathering at Aus-
tin College is one of the largest annual Presbyterian 
youth events in the country.  Dates for SHYC are 
January 27-29, so get those registration forms in! 


