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USHERSUSHERSUSHERSUSHERS    
8:458:458:458:45    

Larry Thomas - Head Usher 
Les Olson     Gracy Thomas 

Henry Kaplan 
11:0011:0011:0011:00    

Leslie Hornsby - Head Usher 
Joel Sexton     Bart Mathis 

Cenia Bowen     Jaime Collins 
 

PARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERS    
Henry Kaplan     Charles Schandelmeier 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Patti Bock, sister of Susan Leake 
Eve Brice 
Cindy Clawson, niece of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Pat Cutright, friend of Rose Whitney 
Gerald Downing, friend of Roger Samuels 
Manuel Estrada, father of Del Olson 
Adam Fort, son of Doug and Jan Fort 
Amanda Greer 
Michael Haninger 
Denise Key, sister-in-law of Brenda Adams 
Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 
Edna McCoy, mother-in-law of Michael Johnson 
Linda Miller, mother of Jan Fort 
Jimmy Dan Montgomery, Len McCurdy’s  
 brother 
Sam Moore, 5 year old nephew of Dave & Gayle 

 Rumbeck 
Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 
Sue Oakley 
Mike Palumbo, uncle of Penny Palumbo 
Bob Ragsdale, friend of Ken & Judy Johnson 
Louise Rangeley, mother of Charlene Orr 
Frank Ruiz, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Velia Sheppard, mother of Neill Sheppard  
Gary Shields, brother of Ray Shields 
Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 
Wayne & Frankie Splawn, parents of Elaine Whitlock 
Laura Virgil 
Garret Whitaker, grandson of friend of  
 Melba Jeffus 
Jim Weig, Karen Dixon’s father 
Linda and John Young, cousins of Jimmy Gray 

From the Pastor . . .  
 

On Thanksgiving Sunday, November 18, 1979, 
Bob and Nancy Willet joined our church.  During the 
past 26 years they have been faithful, supportive 
members and have grown spiritually.  Nancy was on 
the building committee for our new building and was 
especially involved in preparations for the kitchen of 
that building.  For many years she was a member of 
the Jubilate Ringers, and she was the person who, 
with the concurrence of the Session, started the Mis-
sion Committee here at the church.  Bob has been 
active in our Men’s Council and in youth ministry.  
Several years ago Nancy felt called to start the proc-
ess of ordination as a Minister of Word and Sacra-
ment in the Presbyterian Church.  It is a lengthy, 
difficult, involved process.  But in God’s providence 
and grace, she has completed that process and now, 
this Sunday, October 30, at 6:00 p.m. in our sanctu-
ary, her service of ordination will held by Grace 
Presbytery.  While it is the culmination of her ordi-
nation process, it is also a time of new beginning 
since Nancy has accepted a call to serve as Associate 
Pastor at Faith Presbyterian Church in El Paso.  She 
and Bob will be moving to El Paso in early Novem-
ber.  We will miss them as part of our congregation, 
but we pray God’s continued blessings upon them.  
And we are glad that we will have the opportunity as 
a church family this Sunday evening to share the joy 
of her ordination service.  A reception will follow in 
the fellowship hall. 

 

   Tom Wilbanks 

This SundayThis SundayThis SundayThis Sunday    
 

This Sunday we will observe Reformation Sunday.  The 
Chancel Choir and a brass quartet will provide music at both 
services.  Dr. Wilbanks will give the sermon “The Haunted 
House,” based on Matthew 12:38-45. 
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Reformation SundayReformation SundayReformation SundayReformation Sunday    
MusicMusicMusicMusic    

    

This Sunday morning, October 30, we as a church 
will celebrate Reformation Sunday.  It is the day in the 
church year when we recognize the movement begun 
in the 16th century by men such as Martin Luther, John 
Calvin, and John Knox, which called a wayward 
church back to its biblical foundations.  It is appropri-
ate we commemorate this movement since we Presby-
terians are its theological ancestors.  To mark this Sun-
day the Chancel Choir will be singing in both worship 
services, accompanied by brass quartet, to mightily lift 
up the name of Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith. 

This Sunday also marks the beginning of an espe-
cially rewarding, and busy, time of the year for all of 
us involved in the music ministry of First Church, as 
the seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas 
rapidly approach.  These “holy-days” serve as annual 
reminders of our Lord’s great love for us, and of the 
free gift of salvation extended to all who believe.  We 
in the music ministry count it a privilege to lead you in 
worship through music each week, and request your 
ongoing prayers that we may continually be encour-
aged and challenged by God’s word to offer our best 
gifts of music to Him as we sing, ring, and play during 
this joyous time of the year. 

 
   Soli Deo Gloria, 
 

   Verlyn Smoker  



Please pray for those in the  
military service . . .  

Please continue to keep members and friends of 
our church family who are serving in the armed 
forces in your prayers.  They are:  Patrick Bannister 
(foster son of Troy and Angie Gray); Karl Clammer 
(in Iraq), friend of Carol Graham; Nick Harris; Austin 
Hebert (in Korea); John Legg (in Iraq), husband of 
Amber (Sather) Legg; Courtney Maynard Lehner, 
granddaughter of Evelyn Coomer;  Dan Lindberg; 
Eric McBain; John Neuman, nephew of Dan & Linda 
Fricke; Lynnsey Overbay, grandson of Bob & Rox-
anne Martin.  Please let us know if there are others or 
if there are changes to this list. 

Goldenaires Meeting Goldenaires Meeting Goldenaires Meeting Goldenaires Meeting     
Thursday, October 27 at 10:30 a.m.Thursday, October 27 at 10:30 a.m.Thursday, October 27 at 10:30 a.m.Thursday, October 27 at 10:30 a.m.    

 

The Goldenaires will meet this Thursday in the 
youth hall in the north end of our building and will 
have an open forum on the new Medicare prescrip-
tion drug plan (Part D).  It is our hope that sharing 
our questions, information and reactions can help us 
make wiser more informed decisions regarding this 
issue. 

Following this discussion, 
we will view the video Remem-
bering When: Dallas, 1930-1960.  
This film depicts how Dallas was 
in the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s, and 
features Love Field’s propeller 
driven planes, Pegasus as the 
Dallas skyline’s tallest point, cars 
with running boards, and more. 

Join us Thursday morning for this informative 
and entertaining program, and lots of good fellow-
ship. 

Thanksgiving BasketsThanksgiving BasketsThanksgiving BasketsThanksgiving Baskets    
For the NeedyFor the NeedyFor the NeedyFor the Needy    

 

       The Mission Com-
mittee is asking for your 
help in the coming weeks 
to assist Sharing Life 
Community Outreach  in 
providing thanksgiving 
baskets to needy families 
in our community.  The 
baskets will contain a 

turkey, and all the other fixings for a thanksgiving 
dinner.  They will be distributed by Sharing Life on 
Sunday afternoon, November 20.  The approximate 
cost of an entire basket is $30, and if you would like 
to help, contributions marked “Thanksgiving Bas-
kets” may be placed in the offering plates on Sunday 
mornings.  If you or your Sunday School class would 
prefer to put together an entire basket yourself, a list 
of items needed will be distributed in Sunday School 
classes this Sunday, and posted on bulletin boards. 

Our Church Family . . . 
It was good to see JAY HARTSELL back at 

church on October 16, following his accident earlier 
this month, and to see KEN McCLURE back follow-
ing his major surgery on October 11.  It was Ken’s 
second surgery this month.  We are glad DALE POL-
LARD is recovering well from surgery on October 29. 

We are sorry that we are going to be losing GAIL 
WATSON from Mesquite.  She is moving to McKin-
ney but will still be coming back to church here some. 

During the men’s breakfast last Sunday, our 
Men’s Council elected new officers.  Dr. GREG 
FARR was elected President; DANIEL ALVAREZ 
was elected Vice-President, and ROGER SAMUELS 
will continue his faithful service as Treasurer. 

Dr. Wilbanks will be recognized at the meeting of 
Grace Presbytery November 12, on the 45th anniver-
sary of his ordination as a Minster of Word and Sacra-
ment in the Presbyterian Church.  The meeting will be 
at Oak Cliff Presbyterian Church in Dallas. 

Be sure to notice the nice display near the clock 
in the hall which was prepared by the Interpretation 
sub-committee of our Church Budget and Stewardship 
Committee.  It depicts this year’s stewardship theme 
“Clothed with Compassion” from Colossians 3:12, 
and it shows some of the ways our church shares com-
passion – through Sharing Life Community Outreach 
in Mesquite, through Mesquite Social Services, 
through mission trips, and in other ways.  It also de-
picts a clothes line, and after our pledge Sunday on 
November 13, “shirts” with the name of members who 
have pledged will be placed on the line reflective of 
the theme of “Clothed with Compassion.” 

Youth Music MinistryYouth Music MinistryYouth Music MinistryYouth Music Ministry    
Fund RaiserFund RaiserFund RaiserFund Raiser    

    

The time has arrived for the young musicians of 
our church to begin raising funds for their bi-annual 
summer music ministry tour.  This next summer, during 
the week of June 3-10, the youth will be heading to 
West Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California to 
share the message of Christ’s love in churches, nursing 
and retirement centers, and other venues. 

During the month of November the much antici-
pated IPO of stock in our tour will begin!  Each “share” 
will sell for $25 and all funds will be invested in the 
youth tour.  Shareholders will join in the privilege of 
investing in the lives of our youth as we send them out 
to minister to people outside of our own city.  Divi-
dends gained will be your participation in the ministry 
experience, team work, group building, and spiritual 
growth of our youth. 

All shares purchased by the congregation at large 
will be designated for the tour’s general fund, while 
family members and friends outside the church body 
may contribute directly to individual accounts.  Tables 
will be set up in the front hallway during the month of 
November at which stock shares may be purchased. 

The S&P 500 is unpredictable, but the grace of 
God is constant, and the privilege of investing in assets 
with eternal benefits, like the lives of our youth, will 
yield eternal returns.  

Circle MeetingsCircle MeetingsCircle MeetingsCircle Meetings    
 

      The Morning Circle will 
meet Tuesday, November 1, 
at 9:30 a.m. with Cora 
Dugan leading the Bible 
study and Marianne 
Twomey serving as hostess.  
Anyone in the Morning 
Circle who has special ad-
vent decorations at home is 

invited to bring them to this meeting. 
The Night Circle will meet the same date in the 

youth hall at 7:00 p.m. with Martha Sheppard-
Mahaffey leading the Bible study. 

Come join other women in the church for Bible 
study and fellowship by attending one of these meet-
ings.  Please call the church office at 972-285-5602 
by noon Monday, October 31, for child care reserva-
tions for either of the Circle meetings. 

“Cotton Patch Gospel” Tickets “Cotton Patch Gospel” Tickets “Cotton Patch Gospel” Tickets “Cotton Patch Gospel” Tickets 
Available to Benefit Sharing Life Available to Benefit Sharing Life Available to Benefit Sharing Life Available to Benefit Sharing Life 

Community OutreachCommunity OutreachCommunity OutreachCommunity Outreach    
 

The Garland Civic Theatre will present “Cotton 
Patch Gospel” at the Mesquite Arts Center on No-
vember 10, 11, and 12 at 8:00 p.m., and on Novem-
ber 13, at 2:00 p.m.  Tickets are available in the 
church office for $18.  All proceeds will benefit the 
Sharing Life Community Outreach Hurricane Katrina 
Fund. 

Help Wanted!!Help Wanted!!Help Wanted!!Help Wanted!!    
 

We are looking for a few more good people to 
work in our church nursery on Sunday mornings, 
and/or Wednesday evenings, and other times as 
needed.  This is a paid position ($8 per hour), and 
you must be able to pass a background check, and be 
willing to be certified in CPR.  If you are interested, 
contact Martha Sheppard-Mahaffey or the church 
office at 972-285-5602. 
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11/7 Keight Bettis 
 Amanda Greer 
 Jessica Hartsell 
 Darin Hobson 
 Roger Samuels 
 Laura Virgil 
11/9 Aaron Sheppard- 
 Mahaffey 
11/14 Jerry Evans 
 B. J. Mauldin 
 

11/2 Linda Hebert 
 Roger Rich 
 Angela Sather 
 Mel Witty 
11/5 David Beal 
 Kathleen Blakeley 
 Diane Marshall 
11/6 Don Black 
 

Wednesday Choir Schedule 
4:45 - 5:15 Alleluia Chimes (grades 3 - 6)   
  Bell Room 
5:00 - 6:00 Youth Choir (grades 6 - 12) 
  Sanctuary 
5:15 - 6:00 Cherub Choir (age 5 - grade 1)   
  Genesis Classroom 
5:15 - 6:00 Alleluia Choir (grades 2 - 5)   
  Choir Room 
5:30 - 6:00 Hope Choir (ages 3 - 4)   
  Enquiry Classroom 
7:30 - 9:00 Chancel Choir (grades 9 - adult) 
  Choir Room 

Wednesday Church Night Schedule 
6:00 - 6:25 Dinner 
6:30 - 7:25 Classes for everyone 

11/18 Mike Orr 
11/19 Gail Thompson 
11/21 Deborah Edling 
 Hope Sheppard- 
 Mahaffey 
 Ann Smith 
11/24 Kathy Gale 
 Pat Hebert 
11/25 Megan Smith 


