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USHERSUSHERSUSHERSUSHERS    
8:458:458:458:45    

Deborah Edling - Head Usher 
Jerry Jones     Rick Aber 

Gwenda Aber 
11:0011:0011:0011:00    

Patrick Garver - Head Usher 
Joel Sexton     Chris Stegman 
Cheryl Mason     Cort Farmer 

 

PARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERSPARKING LOT GREETERS    
Breck Bennett 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Patti Bock, sister of Susan Leake 
Eve Brice 
Wilma Butman, sister of Elaine Hoffman 
Cindy Clawson, niece of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Pat Cutright, friend of Rose Whitney 
Gerald Downing, friend of Roger Samuels 
Manuel Estrada, father of Del Olson 
Adam Fort, son of Doug and Jan Fort 
Michael Haninger 
Denise Key, sister-in-law of Brenda Adams 
Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 
Edna McCoy, mother-in-law of Michael Johnson 
Linda Miller, mother of Jan Fort 
Jimmy Dan Montgomery, Len McCurdy’s  
 brother 
Sam Moore, 5 year old nephew of Dave & Gayle 

 Rumbeck 
Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 
Sue Oakley 
Mike Palumbo, uncle of Penny Palumbo 
Bob Ragsdale, friend of Ken & Judy Johnson 
Louise Rangeley, mother of Charlene Orr 
Frank Ruiz, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Velia Sheppard, mother of Neill Sheppard  
Gary Shields, brother of Ray Shields 
Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 
Melvin Smith, Friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Wayne & Frankie Splawn, parents of Elaine Whitlock 
Laura Virgil 
Garret Whitaker, grandson of friend of  
 Melba Jeffus 
Jim Weig, Karen Dixon’s father 
Linda and John Young, cousins of Jimmy Gray 

From the Pastor . . .  

This year’s church picnic on October 2, once 
again brought back a train of memories.  As I 
watched the children enjoying the bounce house and 
other activities, my mind went back to the church 
picnics I used to attend at the church where I grew 
up.  I have long thought that one purpose of the 
church, among others, has to do with building good 
memories for children.  And I am grateful to have 
those good memories.  I remember the picnics and 
the vesper services that were held at the conclusion 
of the picnic, often by the side of a lake. 

Several people have asked me about the mean-
ing of the word “vesper.”  It refers to a worship ser-
vice held in the late afternoon or evening.  In our 
Presbyterian Hymnbook there are a number of beau-
tiful hymns for use at an evening worship service.  
Some of the titles are “Day is Dying in the West”; 
“Now the Day is Over” and there are others.  But 
since hardly any Presbyterian churches ever have 
Sunday evening church services anymore, we sel-
dom ever get to sing those hymns, although we do 
sing some of them at the picnic. 

The historic Presbyterian church that I served in 
the mountains of Colorado years ago still had eve-
ning church services, and it was there that I discov-
ered a wonderful evening hymn “Now, on Land and 
Sea Descending.”  It became a favorite of the con-
gregation, and I can still hear the old pump organ as 
it led the singing.  The words lose something without 
the marvelous tune, but these are the words: 

 

  Now, on land and sea descending, 
 Brings the night its peace profound; 
 Let our vesper hymn be blending 
 With the holy calm around. 
 

  Soon as dies the sunset glory, 
 Stars of heaven shine out above, 
 Telling still the ancient story – 
 Their Creator’s changeless love. 
                                                                         (continued) 

This SundayThis SundayThis SundayThis Sunday    
 

This Sunday the Chancel Choir will sing at 8:45, 
and the Youth Choir and Jubilate Ringers will provide 
music at 11:00.  Dr. Wilbanks will give the sermon 
“Living With the Shades Down,” based on Psalm 8:1-
9. 
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 Now, our wants and burdens leaving 
 To His care who cares for all, 
 Cease we fearing, cease we grieving 
 At His touch our burdens fall. 
  

Those are good words for all of us at the close of 
the day. 
    Tom Wilbanks 

Congregational MeetingCongregational MeetingCongregational MeetingCongregational Meeting    
 

The Session has called a Congregational Meeting 
to be held during the 11:00 o’clock worship service 
Sunday, October 23, to hear the report of the Nomi-
nating Committee and to elect new church officers for 
the coming year. 

Twenty-four names were suggested to the com-
mittee for the six places available as Deacons, and the 
committee nominated:  Donna Barron, Jerry Dressler, 
Earlayne Martin, Charles Schandelmeier, Eric 
Schwartz, and Ronda Scott. 

Twenty-eight names were suggested for Elder, 
and the committee nominated Ron Bettis, Roger Foltz, 
Johnny Graham, Beth Gonzales, Duane Moon, and 
Ferne Porter. 

Seven names were suggested for Trustee, and the 
committee nominated Sara Alford. 



Please continue to pray for 
those in the military service. 

kind people were making their way through the food 
line, how many of them had no clue when they might 
eat again.  (Ironically, we were across the street from 
a large breakfast restaurant chain and were told to 
park under the overpass or the local businesses would 
tow our vehicles.) 

Our members were wonderful and enjoyed talk-
ing with folks and getting to know them.  Our teenag-
ers jumped right in to speak with and play games 
with the children.  The service was a bit surreal.  It 
was strange to be sitting in a chair, under the 
northbound side of I-35 and see cars and trucks pass-
ing by above us headed south.  (One of our teens sug-
gested the words to the hymns should be written on 
the vehicles passing by.)  I will not long forget the  
young man who offered a song during the service.  
With our exceptional music program, the contrast 
between what we hear in our services and this  young 
man who, frankly was musically challenged, was 
jarring.  But, mostly, I was thinking how beautiful his 
heartfelt offering was to the ears in heaven and, 
therefore, to all of us.  It was a wonderful example of 
how we are all one in Christ and I hope others of you 
will take the opportunity to be a part of this special 
ministry. 

Those who participated were Daniel and Kay 
Alvarez; Len and Allen McCurdy; Anne, Alex and 
Will Lindberg; Liz and Emily Ramsey; Sheila Ham-
mer; Amanda Mayfield; Hope and Aaron Sheppard-
Mahaffey; Jaime Collins; Howard and Zack Saucier; 
John and Paula Kusewitt; Carol, Jonathan and Sarah 
Graham; Chandler Smith; Rachel Petty; Chris, Paula 
Grace and Noel Nelms and Dylan Birdsong; Angela 
Washeck; Joel Earlayne, Chelsea and Lindsey Mar-
tin; Zack and Denise Bennett; Dane Patterson and 
Josh White.  Ask them about their experience, they 
would be happy to share with you. 

This morning we received the following message 
from Mission Waco.  I think we’d have to say WE 
were the ones who were blessed. 

   Cynthia Petty 
 
Cynthia, I heard you guys did a wonderful job.  

My husband said the food was wonderful, but the 
fellowship with your group and our church members 
was really uplifting.  Thanks so much for coming.  
Hopefully next time I will get to be there. 

                 Julie Howington, Director 
                 Mission Waco 

Welcome New MembersWelcome New MembersWelcome New MembersWelcome New Members    
 

We are happy to welcome the following new 
members who joined our church during the 11:00 
worship service on Sunday, September 25. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RICHARD, B.J., and SUZIE MAULDIN  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANN OKAFOR  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RICHARD STEES  

Our Church Family . . . 
KEN McCLURE was scheduled for major sur-

gery at Presbyterian Hospital Tuesday, October 11. 
CLIFFORD MOON was in the hospital recently 

and is now back home. 
We were sorry to hear that six-year old C. J. MA-

SON broke his arm in an accident last week. 
NANCY WILLET has accepted a call as Associ-

ate Pastor at the Faith Presbyterian Church in El Paso.  
Nancy will be ordained by Grace Presbytery at a ser-
vice at our church on Sunday evening, October 30, at 
6:00, and all of our congregation is invited.  A recep-
tion will follow the service.  Nancy and Bob are in the 
process of selling their home in Garland and Nancy 
will begin her work in El Paso in November. 

We will want to continue to keep ALLEGRA 
CHAPMAN in our prayers as she undergoes chemo-
therapy. 

The phone number for GEORGIA HOGAN is 
listed incorrectly  in our church directory.   

At the September meeting of our Men’s Council, 
one of our members, Captain Joel Martin of the Mes-
quite Police Department, spoke about identity theft.  
Joel left some helpful information about identity theft 
at the church, and this is on the table beneath the clock 
in the hall.  Please feel free to take this information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember that a blood drive is will be held in the 
Carter BloodCare Bloodmobile on our north parking lot 
this Sunday, October 16.  A sign up sheet is on the bulle-
tin board near the church office. If you want to partici-
pate and have not signed up, call the church office at 
972-285-5602 and we’ll put your name on the list.  Giv-
ing blood saves lives, and your help is needed!! 

Mesquite SymphonyMesquite SymphonyMesquite SymphonyMesquite Symphony        
 

The Mesquite Symphony Orchestra will present 
“Fright Night” this Saturday, October 15, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Mesquite Arts Center.  Three of our members will  
be part of the orchestra – Amanda Mayfield, B.J. Maul-
din, and Nickie Wilbanks.  The concert will feature mu-
sic from Harry Potter, Saint-Saens, and Moussorgsky 
and others appropriate for Halloween. 

Church Under the BridgeChurch Under the BridgeChurch Under the BridgeChurch Under the Bridge    
 

Sunday, in  a joint project of the Mission Com-
mittee and Pathfinders, nearly 40 people left Mes-
quite early in the morning to travel to Waco, carry-
ing with us homemade and hand rolled breakfast 
taquitos, sausage and bisquits, many sandwiches, 
cinnamon rolls, cookies, oranges, bananas and other 
goodies.  We served the members of the Church 
Under the Bridge, a full time congregation that 
meets under the I-35 bridge in Waco, just the other 
side of the Brazos.  The church has held services 
there every Sunday for 18 years.  The congregation 
is made up of homeless families, others who are 
living at or below poverty level, and people who are 
living at the lower to middle income levels.  The 
pastor, Jimmy Durell, and others were so welcoming 
of us.  I found myself wondering as these warm and  

                      (continued) 

Presbyterian WomenPresbyterian WomenPresbyterian WomenPresbyterian Women    
 

       Presbyterian Women will have a work-
day as part of their outreach ministry on 
Tuesday, October 18, starting at 10:00 a.m.  
Following the meeting the group will go out 
to lunch.  Please call the church office at 

972-285-5602 for child care reservations by noon on 
Monday, October 17. 

Youth Paintball 
Saturday, October 22 

Four hours of Paintball Fun(?) 
$26 per person 

(Includes 300 rounds) 
We’ll meet in the north parking lot at 12:45 p.m. 

(eat before you come) and return about 6:00.  R.S.V.P. 
to Cynthia by October 19. 


