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SERVING THIS SUNDAYSERVING THIS SUNDAYSERVING THIS SUNDAYSERVING THIS SUNDAY    
February 19, 2006February 19, 2006February 19, 2006February 19, 2006    

    

USHERSUSHERSUSHERSUSHERS    
8:458:458:458:45    

Donna Barron - Head Usher 
Breck Bennett     Mac McDonald 

Jerry McBain 

11:00 
Eric Schwartz - Head Usher 
Joel Sexton     Penny Palumbo 
Chris Stegman     K.D. Harris 

 

PARKING LOT GREETERPARKING LOT GREETERPARKING LOT GREETERPARKING LOT GREETER    
 Breck Bennett     Mary McBain 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Johnny Adams, brother of Ron Adams 
Gary and Nancy Black 
Eve Brice 
Cindy Clawson, niece of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Brad and Charla Corder, friends of Shannon Crelia 
Pat Cutright, friend of Rose Whitney 
Gerald Downing, friend of Roger Samuels 
Adam Fort, son of Doug and Jan Fort 
Amanda Greer 
Michael Haninger 
Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 
Edna McCoy, mother-in-law of Michael Johnson 
Barbara Meshell, mother of Sarina Mayfield 
Linda Miller, mother of Jan Fort 
Jimmy Dan Montgomery, Len McCurdy’s  
 brother 
Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 
Sue Oakley 
Mike Palumbo, uncle of Penny Palumbo 
Mary Pendery, Judy Johnson’s aunt 
Louise Rangeley, mother of Charlene Orr 
Frank Ruiz, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 
Gary Schone, brother-in-law of Ed Hudson 
Velia Sheppard and baby boy, mother of Neill Sheppard  
Gary Shields, brother of Ray Shields 
Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 
Wayne & Frankie Splawn, parents of Elaine Whitlock 
Laura Virgil 
Garret Whitaker, grandson of friend of  
 Melba Jeffus 

From the Pastor . . .  
Years ago I remember my grandfather telling me 

about hearing a story of an elderly man who was 
walking down the street one morning whistling a 
merry tune.  He met his granddaughter who inquired:  
“What are you whistling about granddad?” “I’m 
whistling because I’m a Christian,” replied the old 
man.  “Well,” said she, “can’t you be happy without 
being a Christian?”  “Not at my age,” was his fervent 
reply.  

My grandfather went on to tell me about an inci-
dent that happened when he was 12. A man named 
Dr. Wiggington, 90 years old, was asked to preach in 
their church, and my grandfather went because that 
was what his folks did on Sunday mornings.  He did 
not expect anything of importance to happen that 
morning, but it did.  The old minister had to be 
helped to the pulpit, and there he stood, tall, digni-
fied, gracious.  He was too blind to read the Scrip-
tures, so he quoted from memory.  The passage was 
Romans 12: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and 
sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship.” My grandfather 
said he would always remember the impression that 
was made on his childish mind that morning: “If,” he 
thought “a man of ninety years could consider the 
Word of God to be so important to him, then surely 
there must be something important in those Scrip-
tures for me.  Furthermore, if the Bible could estab-
lish a blessed old man like Dr. Wigginton, then I 
wanted that kind of basis for life.”  Indeed, that is the 
basis we all need for the living of life.  I was glad my 
grandfather was there that day.  Who knows what a 
blessing we miss when we miss worship. 

 

   Tom Wilbanks 

This SundayThis SundayThis SundayThis Sunday    
 

This Sunday the Chancel Choir and Jubilate 
Ringers will provide music at 8:45, and the Youth 
Choir and Presbytones will provide music at 11:00.  
Dr. Wilbanks will give the sermon “All Good Gifts” 
based on I Corinthians 12:1-13 
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Ash WednesdayAsh WednesdayAsh WednesdayAsh Wednesday    
ServiceServiceServiceService    

    

      Wednesday, March 1, is the 
beginning of the season of Lent: 
the 40 days of preparation lead-
ing up to Holy Week in which 
we are called to reflect upon the 
cost of our salvation paid by  
our Lord.  On this day, known 
as Ash Wednesday, a brief ser-

vice of scripture, song, and congregational participa-
tion will be observed in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.  
Verlyn Smoker will present a homily and the Chancel 
Choir will provide music.  All ages are invited to 
come as together we begin this holy season of prepa-
ration.  Child care will be provided.  This service will 
be held immediately following abbreviated Wednes-
day Church Night classes. 

Our prayer is that this opportunity for worship 
will assist us in our observation of the season of Lent, 
so that we may more fully appreciate the magnitude 
of Holy Week culminating in the joyous celebration 
of the resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ, on 
Easter Sunday!  May God be greatly glorified in our 
worship this Wednesday, and throughout the season 
of Lent. 



Our Church Family . . . 
Our sympathy is extended to EVELYN MARCY 

whose father died recently and to KAREN DIXON 
whose father, Jim Weig, died February 11.  Jim, who 
lived in Tulsa, had visited our church a number of 
times. 

BUD DERRICK is home from the hospital fol-
lowing his first week of chemotherapy and will go 
back in a couple of weeks as part of the preparation 
for his bone marrow transplant.  RENITA FOSTER is 
still at Denton Regional Medical Center.   SHANE 
EVANS, son of David and Carol Evans, has been at 
Parkland Hospital.  JUDY JOHNSON is home but 
having a painful recovery from surgery last week.  We 
will want to keep all of these in our prayers. 

During our worship service last Sunday, 
JOSHUA MATTHEW SALING, son of Jeremy and 
Amanda Saling was baptized. 

CYNTHIA PETTY, our Director of Christian 
Education attended the annual meeting of the Asso-
ciation of Presbyterian Church Educators in St. Louis 
February 1-4. 

Our church celebrated the 50th anniversary of our 
Scout Troop on Scout Sunday February 5.  During the 
service, STEVE LEAKE, who has long been involved 
with the Scout organization, presented the Celtic 
Cross Award to Dr. Wilbanks for his help to the Scout 
organization across the years.  CHRIS ORR, who 
received the Eagle  Scout Rank and also the God and 
Country award while Steve was our Scout Master, 
also participated in the service. 

A nice Church Night Supper was held last Sun-
day evening.  The February supper always has a Val-
entine theme, and we have a counselor who speaks 
about things that make for good and stable family 
relationships.  During the supper, a box of candy was 
presented to the couple married the shortest time, Jeff 
and Aileen Cromeens (2 years), and to the couple 
married the longest time, Jim and Hope Sheppard (53 
years).  The next supper will be March 5. The speaker 
will be Waynetta Ausmus.  Many will remember her 
as Waynetta Eggett who was a member here before 
moving to the Lucky Me Ranch in the heart of the 
Red River Valley near Sherman.  Waynetta has be-
come well known as a story teller, and her programs 
are carried on two radio stations.   This will be a pro-
gram that all  ages will enjoy.  

There will not be a church newsletter next week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A blood drive will be held in the Carter Blood-
Care Bloodmobile on our north parking lot on Sun-
day, March 5.  A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board 
near the church office.  Don’t miss this opportunity to 
give the gift of life. 

 Youth Music Youth Music Youth Music Youth Music    
Ministry Tour NewsMinistry Tour NewsMinistry Tour NewsMinistry Tour News    

    

Thank you to everyone who purchased pizza and 
cookie dough from the youth last month.  We raised 
over $1000 toward our summer music ministry tour!  
We have a few remaining items to be collected so 
please call Verlyn at the church to arrange a conven-
ient time to do so. 

Also, this spring, in early May, the youth will be 
holding a garage sale, so as you begin to think about 
spring cleaning, please also think about any saleable 
items you would like to donate.  Your donation will 
be used for transportation, lodging, and food, for the 
30 plus youth ministering at churches and care centers 
in Midland/Odessa, El Paso, and Phoenix, Arizona 
this summer. 

Souper Bowl of Caring!!!Souper Bowl of Caring!!!Souper Bowl of Caring!!!Souper Bowl of Caring!!!    
 

Wow!! We had a great response for our junior 
high mission for the Souper Bowl of Caring.  Gener-
ous members of this congregation donated 389 food 
items and over $360 in cash.  This will really help 
those in our community who need it.  Thanks!! 

College ScholarshipsCollege ScholarshipsCollege ScholarshipsCollege Scholarships    
 

Our church will be offering scholarship help for 
the 2006-2007 school year to active members of our 
church who will be enrolled full time in a college, 
university or trade school.  Applications are available 
in the church office. 

We have 20 students graduating from high school 
this year, which is the largest number of graduates we 
can remember!  Many of these students have been 
active members of our church since they joined as 
confirmands.  If you are  interested in helping with the 
education of  members of your church family, the 
scholarship fund would be a good place to make a 
contribution. Gifts may also be given in memory or in 
honor of someone to this fund. Donations may be 
given at any time, and marked “scholarship fund.” 

Welcome New Members!Welcome New Members!Welcome New Members!Welcome New Members!    
 

We welcome the following new members who 
joined our church on January 29. 

BRENT and SHANNON CRELIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RANDY WALKER and JULIA JONES 

Confirmation ClassConfirmation ClassConfirmation ClassConfirmation Class    
 

The confirmation class for THOSE IN 7TH 
GRADE AND UP who wish to join the church will 
begin Sunday, February 26, at 3:00, and will meet 
each Sunday for 6 weeks.  Confirmands will join the 
church on Palm Sunday.  If you have received a con-
firmation invitation and have not responded, please 
contact the church office.  We want to be sure we have 
an appropriate number of materials for students.  If 
you have not received an invitation and are interested, 
please contact Cynthia Petty or Tom Wilbanks. 

Library NewsLibrary NewsLibrary NewsLibrary News    
 

Have you visited the library recently?  Our 
church library has a collection of books for all ages, 
children to adults.  The library is open Monday 
through Friday during the day, on Wednesday eve-
nings from 6:00 to 6:30 and 7:30 to 8:00, and on Sun-
day following the second service someone will be in 
the library to assist you. 

Our 125th AnniversaryOur 125th AnniversaryOur 125th AnniversaryOur 125th Anniversary    
is Coming!is Coming!is Coming!is Coming!    

 

 Plan to be a part of our church’s great 125th anni-
versary on Sunday, March 26, as we celebrate the an-
niversary at both worship services.  There will be a 
catered lunch following the 11 o’clock service.  Tick-
ets will go on sale on March 5.  The cost will be $5.00 
each with no family paying more than $20.  (Please 
note that only 260 tickets are available.)  A video illus-
trating our church’s history will be shown during the 
luncheon. 

Relay for LifeRelay for LifeRelay for LifeRelay for Life    
 

The 4th Annual Mesquite Relay for Life will be 
held on April 28-29, at Berry Middle School.  This is 
an American Cancer Society event held to raise money 
to fund research.  Gracy Thomas and Edie Brunson are 
co-captains of a team and are looking for team mem-
bers.  Call them if you want to join the team, are a 
cancer survivor, or your life has been touched by can-
cer.  There will be a meeting on February 16, from 6 to 
7 p.m. at the Mesquite Main Library for anyone inter-
ested in forming their own team. 


